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We are an eco-friendly travel
company offering environment
friendly tours and treks that
harmoniously blend with Bhutan's
conservation of its pristine natural

environment and unique way of life
steeped in rich tradition and
cultural values.

PROVIDING LUXURY JETS TO BHUTAN
From Hong Kong, Singapore, Russia, Malaysia, Taiwan

R Wiw.yelhabhutantour.com
TN

YELHA BHUTAN TOURS & TRAVELS provides the Best of the country's licensed guides,
chauffeurs, and trekking staff with vast industry experience to fuel your explorations and
make your vacation a memorable one.
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Herbal Tea with
High Concentration
of Cordyceps °

Main Town {opposite of Druk PNB) Norzin Lam, Thimphu, Bhutan
Whatsapp/wechat-+975-17609635 | Email: wildbhutancordyceps@amail.com

www.cordycepsfrombhutan.com
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Are you lﬂnkmg for a superlative place fnr Souvenirs & High Quality
Thangka Painting in Bhutan?

High Quality Thangka Painting is your most viable answer and it is the most celebrated brand in
Bhutan. Under strict guidance of connoisseur artists, the production of Thangka Painting is
carried out carefully by a group of virtuoso painters who were hand picked from a pool
of most soughtartists in the Kingdom.
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THIMPHU PARO LOBESA GANGTEY BUMTHANG
Below Handmade Paper Factory Below Kichu Temple Below Chimd Lhakhang Mear Gangley Goenpa Chamkhar Town

+975-17377777 / +975-77444445 | pemsbumthap@gmailcom | www.highqualitytravelers.com | www.bhutanlhtourscom
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YOUR TRUSTED
DIGITAL WALLET
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Download and register for BLIB y © . N/ un mO.I.Ched prices

We strive to make banking with the Bank of Bhutan
as simple and convenient as possible for our tourists
so they can enjoy their holidays stress-free.

Scan the QR Codes provided below and enjoy making e - @ . Now more foOrdGble
hassle-free bank transactions using goBoB during e, v

your stay in Bhutan, . _ than ever at TashiCell

Call 7700 or visit https://www.tashicell.com/phones/apple ‘ Reseller

CASHLESS PAYMENTS

Embark on an
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UNLIMITED - R e © PACKAGE
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+ 4 5 DATA = " o 2048 MB 5

Nu.50 < | L ey e + Nu.200

through BHUTAN

and experience its magic
with the convenience

of using your cards for all
your purchases.

WE ACCEPT

mastercard

RuPayp VISA

Talktime . '¢ E::ﬁso Dk Nu.100 4 Talktime
vi R s 30
DAYS DRS 4 : 14 DAYS
NUST100 St Bl 7 [7oincer ioon couner u%&;'?fa Nu. 500

Call: 1095 | Visit: www.bob.bt | Follow: f [© G



BUDDHIST

Art Gallery

Cordyceps Sinensis, an exotic mushroom that thrives amidst the heights of Bhutan'’s
majestic mountains, nestled between 14,500 and 17,000 feet, is revered as an immunity

booster and natural vitalizer. This magical mushroom has been an intrinsic part of
Tibetan medicine and Traditional Chinese medicines for centuries, aiding in the
treatment of various health conditions and fostering holistic wellbeing.
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Picrrohiza Tea Bhutan Cordyceps Tea

Established in 2015, Bhutan Cordyceps Sinensis is the premier cordyceps processor,
committed to delivering excellence. Our pioneering tea manufacturing unit, the first of
its kind in Bhutan, blends the goodness of cordyceps with other potent herbs, yielding

Experience the ongoing exhibition featuring exquisite Thangka paintings by
Master Artist Kinzang Chojay, currently on display at Buddhist Art gallery

our cherished tea products.

BHUTAN CORDYCEPS SINENSIS

g _rE%E Choki Khangzang, 1* Floor, Kawajangsa -
ﬁ;gh : ‘ _ Next to Painting School, Thimphu, Bhutan. &= j'l'- E )
P 55 E I'E: ﬁ Buddhist Art Gallery, Kawajangsa, Thimphu Email: bhutancordyceps@yahoo.com ﬁ@}ﬂ} www.bhutanwﬂdcnrdyceps.cum
1 eyl B _. iy v
i':t-'i'i_-ln"hi‘-‘fiaﬁf] buddhistart24@gmail.com Mobile: +975-17140203 / 17115322 .-;’u"'"
E.*. T ik gl +975 17512978 / 17852580 Phone : +975-02-341080 O i ot

WhatsApp WeChat www.buddhistartgallery.com



JCB offers a wide range of equipment &
products

[" Group is a multifaceted company offering a range of products, services and solutions. We are the pioneer’s and also sl G
the market leaders in our line of business, s .ME{ILRTHP{OFEIES

Ugen Earthmovers is the largest

construction equipment supplier in
the country and also the authorized
dealer for JCB.

: t  Ugen Equipment is the largest TEREX: Terex Corp (Terex) is a manufacturer of
SR construction equipment supplier in lifting and material processing products.

the country representing more than 10
global leading brands. We offer wide
range of equipment & solutions all
under one roof,

TIL Limited Crane: One of the leading manufactures of a comprehensive range of

material handling, lifting,. port equipment and road building solutions. JCB offers a wide range of excavators

from 3 Tons to 38 Tons.

ALL TERRAIN CRANE
(100 TOR-200 TON)

PICH & CARRY CRARE
{14 TON-30 TOW

ROUGH TERRAIN CRANE
(25 TON-100 TOK)

KYB Conmat, a truly Global Player, is one of the leading manufacturers of
concrete equipment, and a major player in manufacturing batching plants,  cONCRETE BATCHING
paving machines, transit mixers, self-loading mixers, concrete pump ete. PLANT

UGEN AUTO

Ugen Auto is the authorized JCB Building,
dealer for the Daimler commercial Babifsa Express Way,
Thimphu Bhutan

vehicles (Bharat Benz/Fuso). We
offer wide range of commercial
vehicles and services.

Phone No. 17848242
Email: tgyalpo@ugen.bt
Website: www.ugentrading.bt

_'?Swiu Mechanical company speciali
'road construction. Asphalt plant,
compactors and pavers.

Mega Dumper trucks and trailers
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION

Druk Holding and Investments Limited (DHI), the commercial arm of the Royal
Government of Bhutan, was established in 2007 upon issuance of Royal Charter
in 2007 " to hold and manage the existing and future investments of the Royal
Government for the long term benefit of the people of Bhutan". DHI, the largest
and only government-owned holding company in Bhutan, has shares in 22 different
companies operating in the manufacturing, energy and resources, financial
services, communication and transportation, real estate, technology, construction,
trading and offshore business sectors. Of the 21 portfolio companies , 11 are fully
owned (DHI-Owned Companies, 4 are controlled (DHI - Controlled Companies -
51% and above) and 7 are linked (DHI-Linked Companies - below 51%). The Ministry
of Finance is the sole shareholder of DHI.

VISION

MISSION

VALUES wﬁ” ; .

“Safeguard and enhance “To be the leading wealth management Integrity o § I I 41.—]' I—l' C{
national wealth for all and creation organization that helps Honesty 3-, i o _\u- Hlma ayan F 9 S lng A Vcnturﬂﬁ
generations of Bhutanese transform Bhutan into a globally Excellence * .-’““. . o ' -".&F« ] ; h - 3 ; A .
through prudent competitive economy guided by the Prudence R A | ff.r- # IS5 E) utan’s PTGITHCI' anglmg Dut:ﬁt'bcr O‘FFCI'TI"IS
investments” principles of GNH" Teamwork e %

Responsibility

: . guic]cc] excursions for Golden and Chocolate
GUIDING THEMES i ™ R F Mahseer, brown trout and snow trout in ﬂyﬁshing’s
"EXCELLENCE ooy | e TECHNOLOGY Ch S &S ¥ T New Frontier! Visit our Orvis ﬂgsl-.oP next to

Clocktower Squarc in Thimphu!

Druk Holding & Investments Ltd. = : 0 T
) @ . ? www.himalayanflyfishing.com +1.844 4BHUTAN
Email: dhi@dhi.bt www.dhi.bt Phone: 00975-2-336257/336258 -



HIMALAYAN PRE-GRAFTED

Your Next Destination Is Not on a Map. It's on Your Land.

Himalayan Pre-Crafted presents modern modular homes and cottages that blend architectural elegance with the
ultimate in convenience. Precision-engineered for rapid assembly, our modern homes and cottages are designed to
be your private sanctuary, built to the highest standards of quality and sustainability, no matter the location.

MODERN MODULAR HOMES

1 BHK Designs | 2 BHK Designs | 3/4 BHK Designs | Studio Cottages | Single Room
Cottages

LI

Kb, o T ee—n

Resort Development Services, right from planning till final handover

Want to build your own resort? We'll take care of everything—from design to handover. We transform your
beautiful natural location into an attractive tourism destination and guide you on your way from start to finish.

Contact No: +97517503889/17699933, Address: Babesa-Thimphu Expressway. Thimphu, Bhutan

EXPERIENCE

BHU TAN WINE

BE AMONG THE FIRST PEOPLE TO TASTE SER KEM WINES, THE
FIRST AND ONLY WINE MADE FROM BHUTAN'S UNIQUE TERROIR!

Join the Bhutan Wine Company in one of our vineyards, in our winery, or with a
customized wine pairing dinner to experience the Bhutan Wine project and

enjoy a selection of the historic first vintage release of Ser Kem!

BHUTANWINE.COM



BHUTAN TRUST FUND

For Environmental Conservation

Bhutan Trust Fund for Environmental
Conservation (BTF) is the world’s first y ..
Environmental Trust Fund, established in 1991. 4

Leverage, upscale,
and accelerate
innovative financing to
enhance environmental
conservation.
/  Inspired by the vision of our
/I Fourth Druk Gyalpo, His Majesty
- King Jigme Singye Wangchuck,
e BTF is able to disburse USD 2m
%annually to support environmental
) .conservation and climate change
%I/Oﬂ/ initiatives in Bhutan.

Social wellbeing
in Bhutan secured
. through environmental
conservation.

! BTF is the only accredited entity in Bhutan to the Adaptation Fund (AF) and the
L NTIAE Green Climate Fund (GCF).

FUND

'Investing in a Legacy for Nature'

Since its inception, BTF has funded more than 288 projects in 20 districts of Bhutan,

amounting to a total of USD 35m, in the four priority thematic areas of:

. Preserving biological diversity

. Enabling human-wildlife co-existence

. Mitigating and adapting to climate change

. Addressing adverse impacts of development on the environment

' Rt Conta& us at. ' '
-ijEmall mfe@bhutantrustfund bt, PABX: 02 ’3398§ /:62,&Fax. 02- 33986,3

Websﬂe. www.bhutantrustfund bt, Follow us: Fac cebook | InstagramCL
. - Linkedin | X(Twitter) | Tiki }(|YouTuHe
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YARN
AND
YATHRA
B | S

Pine, Tening & UWool textiles

Yarn & Yathra celebrates the
timeless beauty of Bhutanese
handwoven textiles, blending
tradition with modern
elegance. Each piece is
crafted with care, using rich
yarns and the iconic Yathra
patterns that carry stories of
heritage, resilience, and
artistry., Our brand is
dedicated to  preserving
Bhutan's weaving culture
while creating designs that
bring warmth and
sophistication to every
season. This fall, we invite you
to wrap vyourself in the
authenticity of Yarn & Yathra.

Bhutan: +975 17111793
Europe: +43566441355912
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Himalayan Echoes creates journeys that go monks chant at first light, or following forest
far beyond sightseeing. We open doors to trails known only to locals. Every detail is
sacred landscapes, ancient monasteries, and  thoughtfully arranged — seamless, exclusive,
rare encounters with the guardians of rituals, immersive, and low-impact.

crafts, and ways of life that have endured for

centuries. This is travel that transforms, leaving you with
more than memories; it leaves you with your
Qur experiences are designed for meaning: own story woven into the Himalayas.

sharing stories over butter tea, hearing

Crafting unforgettable
journeys into the heart of
the Himalayas

Join us in writing your Himalayan journey
himalayanechoestravel | concierge@himalayanechoes.travel

&
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oy B} IUT. Himatayan Echoes Is 5 lizensed Tour Operator with the Department of Tourism Bhuten.
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ZHIWALINGHERITAGE.COM

ZHIWALING

HERITAGE

Celebrating 20 Years of

As Bhutan's first five-star heritage hotel
Zhiwaling Heritage has spent two decades
sharing the spirit of Bhutan, through
handcrafted details, cultural experiences,
and the warmth of our people. As we
celebrate 20 remarkable years, we invite you
to be part of our story

From butter tea rituals and traditional
cooking sessions to hands on crafts at

our newly reimagined Soa-Thab House,
discover moments that bring you closer to
the soul of Bhutan.

We lock forward to welcoming you.

INSIDE

ROSES IN THE SNOW

BHUTAN’S LINEAGE OF DRAGON KINGS
IT’S AFEELING ...

THE PHILOSOPHER KING

HOWIMET THE KING

LEADERSHIP ROOTED IN BUDDHIST WISDOM

ECHOES OF AKINGDOM: WHERE ANCIENT
PALACE WALLS MEET CONTEMPORARY ART

THE WARRIOR KING OF THE THUNDER DRAGON

HOW BHUTAN’S DEMOCRACY WAS BORN

DRUKAIR: HISTORY OF BHUTAN'’S
NATIONAL AIRLINE

ALIVING TRIBUTE: HONORING HIS
MAJESTY THE FOURTH DRUK GYALPO 74

AGRI-PRENEURSHIP IN BHUTAN:
PERSPECTIVE FROM A PUBLIC SERVANT
TURNED AGRI-PRENEUR 80

COMMUNITY VOICES IN CONSERVATION 84
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TASHI DELEK

Tashi Delek is an auspicious and versatile Bhutanese expression. It is a word or an
expression encompassing a number of meanings such as wishing you well, good
wishes, congratulations, may many good things come to you, cheers, and good luck.

Tashi Delek, a publication of Drukair Corporation Limited, is produced by Zoom
Out Publishing, a unit of Zoom Out Productions. Views expressed in Tashi Delek
are not necessarily those of Drukair's or Zoom Out Productions’. Drukair or Zoom
Out Productions does not take any responsibility for the financial standing or any
other particulars of the firms, products and services mentioned in the magazine. The
publisher reserves the right to edit, rewrite or reproduce articles according to the
requirement of the publication.

Editorial

ZOOM OUT PUBLISHING

DRUKAIR
Kinley Tshering
Chief Editor
Punap Ugyen
Wangchuk Tshering Wangchuk
GM-Commercial :ar;g?)l’le;{amo Photographer
ead of Marketing
PHOTO CONTRIBUTORS
Barun Gurung
Pema Gyamtsho
Ugyen Choden Anju Powrel Gy:
Marketing Manager Marketing Officer
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
tashidelek.editorial @gmail.com
Choling Namgyel
Sonam Deki ‘Wangchuk ADVERTISEMENTS
Media & Communications Officer n Photographer

tashidelekads@gmail.com
+975-17590822
+975-77893812

Robin Biswa
Chief Graphic Designer

SUBSCRIPTIONS

Subscribe Online
www.tashidelekmagazine.com

Tandin Dorji
Illustrator/Artist

=0, E Zoom Out Publishing
E FOI I OW U S a unit of Zoom Out Productions
b ‘
To subscribe scan n .
here to get into @tashidelek
E our website www.tashidelekmagazine.com - OUT
=il PRODUCTIONS

Drpkair TASHI DELEK NOVEMBER-DECEMBER 2025

Dear
Passengers,

As we approach the close of the year, | am honored to
extend my warmest welcome to you aboard Drukair, Royal
Bhutan Airlines.

This November, the Kingdom of Bhutan celebrates a deeply
cherished and historic milestone: the 70th Birth Anniversary
of His Majesty the Fourth Druk Gyalpo, Jigme Singye
Wangchuck. This occasion invites us not only to reflect on
His Majesty’'s extraordinary leadership, but also to honor
the profound vision that has shaped our nation’s identity
and progress including the very skies we now traverse.

It was under His Majesty's visionary leadership and gracious
patronage that Drukair was founded with the Royal
Proclamation on April 5, 1981. What began as an 18-seater
Dornier 228-200 aircraft connecting Paro to the outside
world has grown into a proud symbol of our sovereignty,
self-reliance, and balanced modernization. Drukair was and
remains a tangible expression of His Majesty's aspiration
to strengthen national sovereignty and international
connectivity, supporta high-value tourism policy, and ensure
that Bhutan engages with the world on its own terms, while
preserving its unique identity, culture and values.

We remain deeply inspired by His Majesty's enduring legacy.
Today, as we expand our horizons, we continue to uphold
the guiding principles His Majesty instilled in us, excellence in
service, national pride, and responsible global engagement.

As part of our continued commitment to enhancing
connectivity and the customer experience, we have
expanded our international reach through strategic
codeshare and interline partnerships, offering greater
flexibility and access for travelers worldwide. Our integration
with major Global Distribution System now makes it easier

Follow us

E1G)N

@Drukair

@drukair_royalbhutanairlines

Tandi Wangchuk
Chief Executive Officer
Drukair Corporation Ltd.

for passengers and travel agents to discover, plan, and
book journeys to Bhutan with greater convenience. In
parallel, the adoption of advanced payment solutions
significantly enhances the security, reliability, and ease
of cross-border transactions, ensuring a seamless and
user-friendly booking experience. These initiatives reflect
our ongoing focus on digital innovation, operational
excellence, and the warmth of Bhutanese hospitality as
we strengthen our role in connecting Bhutan to the world.

As we look to the future, we remain firmly guided by
our values and the vision of His Majesty the Fourth Druk
Gyalpo. Drukair's purpose extends beyond connecting
places as we strive to connect people: to Bhutan, to our
heritage, and to each other.

Whether you are visiting our country for the first time
or returning home, we are honored to be a part of your
journey.

To you, our valued passengers, we extend our deepest
gratitude. Your trust in Drukair fuels our purpose and
inspires our journey forward.

May the closing months of 2025 bring you peace, joy, and
fulfilment. We wish you and your loved ones a happy and
prosperous New Year ahead.

Dyukair

Drukair Corporation Limited
H.Q. Paro, Bhutan
e-mail : enquiry@drukair.com.bt
WhatsApp: 17131300
Tel : 1300 (toll free)

www.drukair.com.bt
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NATIONAL FLAG NATIONAL EMBLEM NATIONAL FLOWER

The National Flag is divided diagonally
into two equal halves. The upper yellow
half signifies the secular power and
authority of the King while the lower
saffron-orange symbolizes the practice
of religion and the power of Buddhism,
manifested in the tradition of Drukpa

The National Emblem of Bhutan is a
circle that projects a double diamond
thunderbolt placed above the lotus. There
is a jewel on all sides with two dragons on
vertical sides. The thunderbolts represent
the harmony between secular and religious

power while the lotus symbolizes purity.
Kagyu. The dragon signifies the name and The jewel signifies the sovereign power

the purity of the country while the jewels while the two dragons (male and female)
in its claws stand for wealth and perfection  represent the name of the country Drukyul
of the country. or the Land of the Dragon.

The National Flower is the Blue Poppy
(Meconopsis Gakyidiana). It is a delicate
purple or blue tinged with purple blossom
with distinctly concave petals. This
species grows at an elevation of 3700-
4300 meters above sea level. Gakyidiana
is an epithet based on the Dzongkha
word for happiness, gakyid, to reflect
Bhutan’s important cultural aspiration of
‘Gross National Happiness’ and diana is
nomenclature term for the flower.

NATIONAL DRESS

Men wear the Gho, a knee-length robe

that is tied at the waist by a traditional belt
known as Kera. Women wear the Kira, a

long, ankle-length dress accompanied by a

light outer jacket known as a Tego with an

inner layer known as a Wonju.

NATIONAL TREE

The National Tree is the Cypress
(Cupressus torolusa). Cypresses are
found in abundance and one may

notice large cypresses near temples

and monasteries. This tree is found

in temperate climate zone, between
1800 and 3500 meters.

NATIONAL AIRLINE

Drukair, the Royal Bhutan Airlines, is the
National flag carrier of Bhutan. Drukair
was founded on April 5, 1981 under the

Royal Charter by His Majesty the Fourth
King Jigme Singye Wangchuck. Drukair

plays a vital role in promoting Bhutan as a
tourist destination and plays an important
role in connecting Bhutan to the world.

NATIONAL GAME NATIONAL BIRD

Archery was declared as the national game
in 1971 when Bhutan became a member of
the United Nations. Bhutan also maintains
an Olympic archery team. Archery is
played during public holidays in Bhutan
and local festivals.

The National Bird is the Raven (Corvus
corax). The Raven adorns the Royal
Crown. The raven represents the deity
Gonpo Jarodongchen (raven headed
Mahakala), one of the chief guardian
deities of Bhutan.

NATIONAL ANIMAL CLIMATE SEASON
The National Animal is the Takin (Burdorcas
taxicolor) and is associated with religious
history and mythology. It is a rare mammal
with a thick neck and short muscular legs.
It lives in groups and is found above 4000
meters on the north-western and far north
eastern parts of the country.

Bhutan has four seasons. Spring from
March until April followed by Summer
with occasional showers until late
September. Autumn follows until late
November, characterized by sunny days.
Winter until March, with snowfall in
regions above 3,000 meters.

CARBON STATUS DEVELOPMENT PHILOSOPHY
Bhutan is the first carbon negative country
in the world, absorbing six million tons
of carbon every year. The Constitution
of Bhutan places a high premium on
conservation of its natural environment,
mandating the country to maintain at least
60 percent of its land under forest cover for
all times to come.

Promulgated by His Majesty the Fourth
King His Majesty the Fourth King Jigme
Singye Wangchuck, Gross National
Happiness guides all development process
in Bhutan. The central objective of GNH
is to ensure a holistic and sustainable
development by balancing the material
and the non-material values.
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A Joyous Celebration of a Visionary King

On this auspicious occasion of the 70" Birth Anniversary of His Majesty the Fourth
Druk Gyalpo, Jigme Singye Wangchuck, Bhutan National Bank joins the nation in the
celebration and offering our profound gratitude.

We honor a monarch whose visionary leadership has profoundly shaped modern Bhutan.
His Majesty's enduring legacy is woven into the very fabric of our kingdom, from the
pioneering philosophy of Gross National Happiness to his unwavering dedication to
environmental conservation and cultural preservation.

This milestone is a collective tribute to a beloved King whose wisdom and compassion
have left an indelible mark on the hearts of the Bhutanese people and admirers around
the world. May this special birth anniversary bring joy and unity to all who are inspired
by his remarkable life and enduring influence.
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Mercury Bhutan Travel is one of the Bhutan's leading travel agencies, renowned for delivering '
high-quality services, exclusive destinations, and uniquely crafted tour experiences. We handle W E LCO M E TO B H U T A N """"""
all visa and permit arrangements, and specialise in a wide range of offerings—from authentic
cultural and village festival tours to luxury getaways, as well as trekking and camping adventures THE HAPPINESS KINGDOM
tailored to all experience levels. *

Experience hassle-free payments
for your Bhutan journey!

Y
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J Easily add fund from your International
Credit/Debit card to your !

- -
88 BNE & oo

FOR BOOKINGS +975 17127188 bhutan@mercurybhutan.com @ www.mercurybhutan.com O BhutanNationalBank [j bnbbhutan D +97517123004 [E contact@bnb.bt [] so70 @ www.bnb.bt
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n the summer of 1972, His Majesty King Jigme
Dorji Wangchuck, the Third King of Bhutan, passed
away in Nairobi, Kenya. The untimely death brought
sixteen-year-old Crown Prince Jigme Singye
Wangchuck to the throne and it was the young King’s sad
duty to bring his late father home to a grieving nation.

I stood with others under the willow trees beside the
gates of the Riverside Palace as the cortége came down the
road and paused before the last bend for the followers to
step out of their cars. They would follow on foot for this
final part of the journey. The vehicle carrying the late King
was preceded by a plain military jeep.

NOVEMBER-DECEMBER 2025

His late Majesty would sometimes move incognito
amongst his people. It was simpler then, with no news-
papers or TV making our Royals easily recognizable. His
Majesty would dress as an ordinary soldier and travel

around in a plain military jeep.

The cortéege moved slowly past and we saw that the
vacant passenger seat of the jeep held only a single white
silk scarf. As the procession passed through the palace
gates, the reverently silent crowd sank down in prostration.
The long journey had ended in a sense of easing, a home-
coming. Then Bhutan withdrew from the world and turned
inwards to mourn.

TASHI DELEK  Drtkair 27



Summer turned into autumn. On the eleventh of No-
vember, his seventeenth birthday, the young King was at
the Punakha Dzong. In this historic fortress, the Je Kenpo,
head of religion in the country, would preside over a sacred
ceremony of great importance, the ‘inner coronation’ of
His Majesty Jigme Singye Wangchuck, the Fourth King
of Bhutan. His Majesty would then return over the pass to
Thimphu.

That morning, Thimphu residents awoke to an unex-
pected blanket of snow with big furry flakes still falling, yet
it did not seem to be particularly cold. My husband Paljor
and I were to go to Dechencholing Palace to help prepare
the welcome ceremony for His Majesty’s return. The
palace is a gracious traditional building at the head of the
valley, set in attractive gardens and wide terraces with steps
leading down to the main gateway. That morning the scene
was a snowy wonderland.

The drawing room on the first floor of the palace
was lovely. The wide deep windows overlook the gardens
and the furnishings were in traditional style with warm
nectarine-colored walls and painted designs picked out in
ultramarine and gold. Divans cushioned in jewel-toned
brocades were interspersed with low carved and painted
tables set with exquisite objects and silver framed photo-
graphs. There were silver bowls of fragrant roses, fortu-
nately cut before the snowfall and glowing in glorious
shades of ruby, amber, ivory and blush pinks. There were
voices and laughter from the garden below. I looked out of

28 Drikair TASHI DELEK

a window and saw Paljor helping the young princesses to
build a snowman.

Under the direction of Her Majesty the Queen
Mother, Ashi Kesang Choden Wangchuck, I helped to set
out silver bowls of coloured wafers, fruit, nuts and sweets.
There was news of some difficulty on the road over the
pass due to the snow and causing some delay for the Royal
party.

All the preparations were done. I knelt by a window on
the soft carpet, feeling wrapped in the peace of that most
lovely room.

It is good, I thought. It will be fine. A new reign begin-
ning, the steady frame of tradition and culture, and the
warm family love to encourage. There’s youth, freshness,
and new ideas. I looked out beyond the bowl of roses
beside me to the snowy flank of the hillside opposite. And
there’s blank pages of history yet to be written.

There were voices in the ante-room. The snowman
builders were back, wanting hot tea and dry shoes.

LOUISE DORIJI

She came to Bhutan in 1966. She
married and has three sons. She was
closely involved in setting up the
Bhutan Broadcasting Service. Since
retiring Louise has written several
illustrated books for young children.’
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hutan is sometimes referred to as the Land of

the Dragon Kings. It is country as renown for its
natural beauty and environmental conservation,
as it is for its history, cultural practices and rich
traditions handed down through the generations. One
rich cultural tradition centers on its line of monarchs who
are considered benevolent, far-sighted and wise.
Indeed, when travelling through Bhutan, it is hard
not to miss the homage, reverence, devotion and respect
showered on its Kings. Pictures of The Five Kings of
Bhutan are devotedly placed everywhere, from public
to private spaces. The montage of the Five Kings often
teatures respectfully on the walls of restaurants, shops,
offices and tourist establishments, to people’s homes and
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residences. Photographs of the present King and His father
The Fourth King are also found on the altars of Bhutan’s
lhakhangs (temples), as well as on the thrones of its most
prominent dzongs (temple-fortresses).

The term Kings is used in the plural sense because
reverence from the people of Bhutan is relayed across
the generations, to the lineage of its Kings, from past
Kings - The First, Second and Third Kings of Bhutan - to
its present Kings, The Fourth King and The Fifth King of
Bhutan, all of whom represent a hereditary lineage dating
back to the early 1900s.

In this special issue dedicated to The Fourth King of
Bhutan, also reverently known as the Great Fourth, this
article provides a brief historical overview of the lineage
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of Bhutan’s Five Kings. This brief journey of The Kings

of Bhutan will pique the interest of those who are new to
Bhutan, visiting for the first time, or those who want to
learn more about the background and history of the Royal
Himalayan Kingdom of Bhutan.

Pre-History

In 1616, Bhutan was unified into a single religious state
by its founder, Zhabdrung Ngawang Namgyel. He
established a dual system of governance of religion and
politics, divided into the Central Monastic Body headed
by the Je Khenpo (Chief Abbot), and the political body
headed by the Desi (the secular ruler). The early 1900s
was a time of political instability and change, marked by
internal conflicts and fragmentation. During this time,
Ugyen Wangchuck (born in 1862) rose to power, and soon
became the governor of Bhutan.

The First King of Bhutan (Reign 1907-1926)

Unifier of Bhutan

In the years leading to His Monarchy, He developed close
relations with the British, and assisted in negotiations
between Britain and Tibet. In 1904, the British knighted
him, from which point on he would have the title of Sir
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Ugyen Wangchuck. He continued to receive honors from
both Britain and India, given his exceptional diplomatic
leadership skills in the region, while ensuring sovereignty
of his own country.

With a vision to unify Bhutan under singular leadership,
Ugyen Wangchuck’s leadership and diplomatic skills
enabled Him to consolidate power, and to transition the
country to a monarchy. In 1907, He was elected The First
Druk Gyalpo (The Dragon King) of Bhutan, marking the
establishment of the monarchy, and the beginning of the
‘Wangchuck dynasty. He played a pivotal role in not only
unifying the country, but also modernizing the country’s
administration, institutionalizing centralized government,
modernizing its judicial system and physical infrastructure,
and establishing formal diplomatic ties with British India
which helped to strengthen Bhutan’s position regionally.

His reign brought about a stable, progressive and
modern era that set the stage for the future development
of Bhutan, while preserving its unique socio-cultural
heritage, legacy and national identity. His legacy continues
to influence the country’s political-economic and socio-
cultural landscape.

The Second King of Bhutan (Reign 1926-1952)
Stabilizing Force of Bhutan
Upon the passing away of His father, Jigme Wangchuck
(born in 1905) ascended the throne in 1926, and was
coronated the Second King of Bhutan. His upbringing
prepared Him to become the successor to the throne,
which included a strict education in English and Hindi,
and schooling in Buddhist principles. His reign marked not
only the continuation of the Wangchuck dynasty, but also
stability, gradual modernization, and furthering progress
through the strengthening of central administrative and
legal systems in the country, including the development of
infrastructure and public services.

During His reign, He fostered closer ties with British
India, which later became the independent nation-state
of India. He is most remembered for his dedication to
preserving Bhutan’s sovereignty and cultural heritage,
while conscientiously maintaining its isolation, which at
that time helped to protect it from external influences, and
to preserve internal unity and stability. Upon His death, He
was succeeded by his eldest son.

The Third King of Bhutan (Reign: 1952-1972)
Father of Modern Bhutan

Jigme Dorji Wangchuck was born in 1929 and ascended
the throne at the age of 23. Like his father, He received
an education in English, Hindi and Buddhist principles,
and spent six months in His youth in England. He is
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often referred to as the Father of Modern Bhutan. This is
because He ended Bhutan’s isolation to a great extent by
establishing international relations to ensure the country’s
sovereignty at a time of great instability in the region.

He engaged with foreign nations, invited discussions

on Bhutan’s development, led hist country to join the
United Nations in 1971, and directed Bhutan’s joining the
Colombo plan which enabled the country to benefit from
technical assistance and international education.

His reign marked the beginning of Bhutan’s journey
towards democracy, modernization, development and
foreign relations that opened the country to the outside
world. Internally, He initiated socio-economic reforms,
including after his coronation, the abolishment of serfdom
and capital punishment, and the end of feudalism in 1956.
He also proceeded with the redistribution of land, and in
1961 the introduction of Bhutan’s first five-year economic
development plan. Most notably, He also established
the country’s modern judicial system, the first Council
of Ministers, and the National Assembly which had the
power to remove The King or His successors. The Third
King was a pivotal figure in the country’s history, given
His far-sighted policies that shaped Bhutan’s governance
and socio-economic development trajectory in significant
ways.

The Fourth King of Bhutan (Reign: 1972-2006)
Compassionate King of Bhutan
Jigme Singye Wangchuck, born in 19585, ascended the
throne in 1972 after His father’s sudden passing away
in Kenya at the age of 43. He was 16 years old, making
Him the youngest monarch in the world at that time. His
education encompassed not only modern-style education
in the United Kingdom and India, but also first-hand
engagement with the people of Bhutan during extensive
tours with His father. In 1988, He simultaneously married
four sisters, known as the Four Queen Mothers. This was
based on a prophecy that He would marry four sisters who
were descendants of the Zhabdrung Ngawang Namgyal,
who as mentioned earlier was a great lama that unified
Bhutan in the 17th century.

Based on this bottom-up engagement with the
people of Bhutan and foresighted wisdom, He initiated
significant political-economic policies, reforms and shifts
towards democratic governance, such as decentralizing
power through the establishment of the office of the
Prime Minister of Bhutan in 1988. Under His reign, the
country cautiously opened up further to the outside
world, becoming more involved with the United Nations,
strengthening its sovereign and national security status,
joining several international multilateral bodies and
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promoting international relations. For the first time in its
history, Bhutan established a national airline Drukair -
Royal Bhutan Airlines in 1981 (also the publisher of the
very magazine you are now reading!). This allowed for the
opening of the country to foreign and regional tourists
under the ground-breaking policy of High Value, Low
Volume Tourism.

During His reign, He also initiated socio-economic
reforms and policies that played a key role in the
modernization of Bhutan, including enhancing the nation’s
infrastructure, and advancing progress in industries such
as natural resources, agriculture and hydropower. He
also prioritized cultural preservation, environmental
conservation, as well as education by expanding facilities
in the country and supporting students to study abroad. In
an unprecedented and historic move that characterizes His
visionary wisdom, The Fourth King of Bhutan voluntarily
abdicated the throne in 2006 to His son, Jigme Khesar
Namgyel Wangchuck. This transition marked a major
turning point for Bhutan, and the beginning of a nation as
a democratic constitutional monarchy.

The legacy of the Fourth King is far ranging, given
His pathbreaking vision and milestone initiatives. He
not only continues to be revered across the country
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beyond his 35-year reign, He is well known the world
over for formulating the moral concept of Gross
National Happiness (GNH), which refers to a form of
holistic development that challenges the narrow and
environmentally destructive tenets of endless economic
growth. That GNH has is encoded in the constitution
of Bhutan and institutionalized in government policies
demonstrates His commitment to the wellbeing of His
people, leaving a lasting legacy on Bhutan’s development
trajectory. This vision has inspired many people across

g

the world, including myself, as a researcher and advocate
of GNH for almost a decade and half. On this occasion
of His Majesty’s 70th Birth Anniversary, I join the people
of Bhutan and millions of people across the world in
wishing Him a long life and happiness, as He Himself has
envisioned for His beloved country and the rest of the
world.

The Fifth King of Bhutan (Reign: 2006 to present)
The People’s King of Bhutan

Jigme Khesar Namgyel Wangchuck was born in 1980,
and coronated as Fifth King of Bhutan on November 1,
2008, also the centennial anniversary of the monarchy
in Bhutan. His studies included formal education from
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the United States, England and India. Following the
legacies of His father toward the democratization of the
country, one His first acts as King of Bhutan was the
finalization, institutionalization and implementation of the
Constitution of Bhutan, thus formalizing democracy in the
nation.

The Fifth King of Bhutan brought about several
landmark projects, including the National Cadastral
Survey in 2009 focusing on improving the lives of rural
people in Bhutan, and the establishment of the Kidu
(roughly translated as welfare, support and assistance for
those in need) Foundation in 2011 aimed at providing
funds for people in need including the elderly, children,
differently abled and people requiring medical attention.
Its role is to supplement government efforts in supporting
education, the rule of law, democracy, media, sustainable
economic development, and the preservation of
environmental and cultural heritage.

In 2011, His Majesty married Jetsun Pema, who was
crowned the Druk Gyaltsuen (The Queen) of the Royal
Kingdom of Bhutan. The Royal Wedding drew national
and international media attention alike, with the nation
glued to their televisions to celebrate the biggest media
event in the country’s history. The Royal couple would
go on to have two sons and one daughter. Gyalsey Jigme
Namgyel Wangchuck was born in 2016, followed by
Gyalsey Jigme Ugyen Wangchuck in 2020, and Gyalsem
Sonam Yangden Wangchuck in 2023 - all of whom bring
delight and joy to the people of Bhutan, thus ensuring
continuing a legacy of stability, sovereignty, and peace to
the country.

During His reign, the King prioritized the
modernization, development, environmental conservation
and preservation of the national culture and identity
of Bhutan. His innovative initiatives ranged from the
launching of the Desuung (Guardians of Peace) voluntary
program of citizens who play an active role in nation-
building, to raising the profile of Bhutan through the two-
year program of the Secretariat for a New Development
Paradigm that brought GNH to the international stage,
and to innovative plans for the development of Gelephu
Mindfulness City as an economic, socio-cultural, and
environmentally sustainability hub for the nation, serving
as an example to the world of wellbeing placed at the
center of development.

He is often referred to as the People’s King, given his
open, approachable, compassionate and humble style of
leadership, and his efforts to balance modernization with
preserving cultural and environmental heritage. During
many official events, he is often found mingling amongst
His people as well as inquisitively enquiring after the
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wellbeing of foreigner visitors from all over the world.

I have experienced this myself, as I was often greeted
warmly by Him during many national events I attended
over the span of over a decade of living and working in
Bhutan. What struck me the most was His compassion
towards all sentient beings, and towards all His people,
including the highlanders of Bhutan who live in remote
areas of the country. Indeed, in 2016, He founded the
Royal Highland Festival which celebrates the lives and
livelihoods of pastoralists, yak herders and highlanders in
the country — an event that now draws large crowds from
Bhutan and around the world. In an increasingly fractured
and unpredictable world, His Majesty the King has led
his country through troubled times, such as the Covid-19
pandemic, with compassion, wisdom, and dedication to
peace and balance.

Towards A Mindfulness Nation

Bhutan’s democratic constitutional monarchy is special,
in that the King of Bhutan plays an active role in the
governance, development, policy-making, and happiness
of His people, based on principles of holistic wellbeing.
The lineage of the Five Kings of Bhutan, saw the nation
of Bhutan emerge from isolation, to cautiously opening
up to the rest of the world, on its own terms and in
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path-breaking ways. In many ways, the nation acts as a

role model for the rest of the world, especially in terms

of being the first carbon negative country in the world (a
country that absorbs more carbon than it emits — which is
critically important in the global context of climate crises),
transitioning mindfully and peacefully from a monarchy
to a democracy, providing the world a development
alternative framework that views development as a
holistic pathway towards wellbeing, and formulating
innovative initiatives that place environmental, cultural,
socio-economic and spiritual mindfulness at the heart

of development itself. This approach seeks to balance
modernity and heritage through mindfulness, as well as
balancing the needs of people, the planet and all sentient
beings through compassion and kindness.

DR RITU VERMA

An anthropologist, researcher, author and
photographer, she has published extensively
on GNH, Bhutan, and beyond. She is a
regular columnist in this magazine. Find

y her at rituvermapuriwordpress.com, ucla.
academia.edu/RituVerma and twitter.com/
Rituvermapuri
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found my way to Bhutan as one would track a trail

of bent twigs through a forest. Unbeknownst to me,

they were leading me home.

With my work as creative director for a UN

NGO, I had been seeking stories on successful sustainable
practices for years. In 2006 they weren't readily available. I
was in Hawaii covering the permaculture movement when
monsoon rains shut filming down. I found my way to a
Yoga studio.

On a break I wandered into their gift shop. A rack of
cards caught my eye. Hand-made, hand signed “Bhutan’,
under photographs of prayer flags, crystal clear rivers
and Taktsang, the Tigers Nest. An exquisite monastery
constructed impossibly on a sheer cliff face. Every cell in
my body sparked and like a greedy child I bought them all.

I had filmed His Holiness the Dalai Lama in Sikkim
and Mother Teresa in Calcutta — so close - yet I had never
heard of the Kingdom of Bhutan. Intuitively I knew I must
go there.

The minute I stepped off the plane, the high was
palpable. I had entered a culture of creativity. Even the
airport is a work of art. Blessed with Karma, my brilliant
guide, I absorbed as much of Bhutan and its people as ten
days could offer. Shangri-la, no longer a myth. Bhutan,
economically a developing nation, gift their citizens with

free healthcare and free education. Imagine the progress
of civilization if every life had that foundation. Back in
Thimphu I met with government officials to discover if or
how I may be of service to such benevolent governance.

I'served on the Board of Ted Turner’s Captain Planet
Foundation and secured permission to gift Bhutan three
seasons of the famed Captain Planet and the Planeteers
cartoon series. While delivering them to BBS National
network, a young producer tapped me on the shoulder,
“My father wants to meet you.”

His father, Michael Rutland, a British national, and
Bhutanese citizen was Math and Science teacher to the
Crown Prince until 1971. When I arrived at his home, he
greeted me with,

“Oh, you just missed him.”

“Missed who? “T asked.

“The King.”

Days earlier, His Majesty King Jigme Singye
Wangchuck, much to the dismay of his people, announced
his immediate abdication from the throne. Initiating
his selfless plan to transition Bhutan into a two-party
democracy.

“Tomorrow is my last day” I said sadly.

“Then we are in luck!” Michael cheered. “You will be my
guest for National Day.”

At my hotel, I asked the front desk where I could
purchase traditional dress for tomorrow's celebrations, and
they eagerly led me to the shops downstairs.

Sunrise December 17, came a knock at my door. Never
had a sister, yet now I had four, all excitedly wrapping me
into my exquisitely woven Kira making me feel so special.
Living together, as one family is innate to the Bhutanese.
And they have the data to prove community and family
unity helps us live longer, safer, healthier, happier lives.

Everything was a feast for the eyes. Under the shade
of the Royal tent, we partook in traditional refreshments
while the military showed their colors, then there was
singing and dancing, three legged and sack races, all
echoing my Australian childhood memories.

“Let’s introduce you to the King,” Michael said, as His
Majesty, moved through the tent, visiting with his Generals
and Dashos, ministers and monks, some of whom would
later become my friends,

I'wasn’t prepared for confronting quite possibly the
most handsome man I have ever met. I drew inward. Make
no mistake. I live in Malibu, California; filmed pop stars
and Presidents, yet I was in the energetic space of someone
who oozed the charisma of a King, the focus of a scientist,
the power of an athlete and yet he leaned in to me with the
humblest demeanor.

What to say? I sorted through what I knew of him.

Bhutan had freshly joined the United Nations when his
much-loved father passed suddenly in 1972, and Crown
Prince Jigme was 16 and half years young. What initially
appeared as a great misfortune befalling the teenager and
his family and the Kingdom, transformed into a legacy of
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epic munificence for Bhutan and its people.

The young King immediately sought ways to build
his fledgling nation’s economic strength and resource
resilience, while protecting his lands’ untouched nature
and his people’s sensitive culture from the whims of the
world.

He became a master of observation. Meeting world
leaders, scrutinizing their strategies and statistics,
weighing their wins and losses while holding every choice
up to their high spiritual Buddhist values. He visioned a
development philosophy of contentment for all life, that
to this day remains ahead of its time.

“Gross National Happiness is far more important than
gross national product.” Said to be an offthanded comment
by the young King to an Indian journalist, I felt his
revelation, founded on four pillars came from much work
and divine inspiration. Standing speechless I knew, “there
is nothing off-handed about this man.”

I felt an overwhelming gratitude. I had found the
future vision so many have been seeking. The idea that
could change the world. “Thank you.” I mumbled.

When the elephants exited the field, I left the tent to
walk the periphery of the stadium. Maybe catch a baby’s
smile or find a tree to lean on.

Suddenly, the crowd ahead straightened. I turned to see
dashing- like-a-rock-star, 27-year-old future King Jigme
Khesar Namgyel Wangchuck following behind.

‘Oh no.”. 1 thought, this is his people’s moment to meet
their future ‘King of Hearts’ as they had already dubbed
him. Quickly I pushed myself back into the crowd.

He continued his warm greetings, then spotting the
newcomer, he moved towards me. The gathering parted
like the sea. He gestured, admiring my kira, “You look
lovely today”.

Back at my hotel, my new sisters were all waiting. “We
saw you on national TV!” They sang elated and proud.
“You met both Kings!” I felt like a beloved family member
returning home after a life changing journey.

Two years later. June 2009. I was greeted at the
entrance to Tashichhodzong by a beautiful young woman,
Tsedon Dorji. She walked me along the pathway lined
with rose bushes of unimaginable color, her voice so
caring it chimed like bells. And a lifetime friendship
began. She handed me over to a highly medaled
Bhutanese General who formally pulled out his sword
and bowed. Butterflies found formation in my tummy
as he led me, saluting guards at every passageway before
escorting me up a steep staircase. A double salute, he
bowed respectfully and transferred me into the care of His
Majesty’s aide.

The waiting room for visiting dignitaries is rich with
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comfort. The freshness of constant attention upon a place
that had been this way for a long time. Before I could
partake of the tasty offerings, His Majesty’s secretary
beckoned me towards the King’s office, saying, “It will be
fifteen minutes. Never any longer.”

More than an hour later, the Secretary cracked the
door, for the third time. His Majesty asked that we
exchange Facebook addresses.

My heart raced with a familiarity I had felt ever since I
stepped onto Bhutanese soil. The trees called to me. The
air sang to me. The people laughed with me. Unexpectedly
my heart leapt out of my mouth,

“I feel as if I have lived here before. In another time.”

His Majesty relaxed me with a broad grin, “Yes. I
believe you have”

Then he did something unusual. He stood and moved
aside to reveal his chair.

“This was my father’s chair. And his ...” The fifth
King’s voice trailed off. For a moment we held silence for
the sovereign tapestry of meditation, consultation and
intention this beloved chair had witnessed.

He reached down to the beautifully woven seat
cushion, his long, elegant fingers lifting the faded dangling
strands. “It’s well worn.” He chuckled, lovingly patting the
ancient threads back into place.

That was 16 and half years ago. I have been blessed
with other Royal audiences since, yet this one remains
indelible. I felt the burden and the joy; the responsibility
and the passion to amplify the remarkable legacy of his
father, the Great Fourth.

It's 2025. The world’s first carbon neutral nation
is manifesting the next iteration of GNH. Perhaps an
extension of his father’s divine download, a new vision
is born, uniting technology and culture; progress and
spirituality; to bring the head and the heart of the world
into balance. Bhutan is about to break ground on the
Gelephu International Airport, the Gateway to earth’s
first Mindfulness City. Inviting the world to come and feel
what it’s like to live this close to heaven.

They say it takes a village to raise a child, perhaps, it will
take a tiny Kingdom to raise a world?

CHRISTINA STEVENS

Founder, CVO EvolutionLove.
world, award winning author and
filmmaker, she has spoken many
times at the UN Headquarters
New York on Gross National
Happiness.
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"Whatever changes we bring about in Bhutan, so long as it is
in the best interest of the country, the final decision lies with
the Bhutanese people. And that is how it should be".

For generations, the trail served as the lifeline of the nation — a path where Monarchs journeyed across On the joyous occasion of the 70" Birth Anniversary of our beloved
mountains and valleys to meet their people, to listen, and to protect. It stands today as a witness to Bhutan’s : :
enduring unity and compassion, values that continue to define our kingdom. Fourf[h_ Druk Gya'PO 4|gme Slngye Wangchuck,
Haa Dzongkhag joins the Nation in offering our deepest respects, hearty
His Majesty The Fourth Druk Gyalpo’s long life and good health. We come together to pay tribute to an
extraordinary and truly visionary leader — whose wisdom, courage, and compassion continue to guide Tashi Delek La

Bhutan and inspire generations.

Discover more at transbhutantrail.com

Bhutan Office: P.O. Box 201 Thimphu, Bhutan
info.transbhutantrail@gmail.com




She Shiosopher g

n the Western canon, Plato’s notion of a philosopher

king has long been a subject of debate—admired

as an ideal of wisdom and justice, dismissed as an

impossibility. Yet far from the amphitheaters of
Athens, in a Himalayan kingdom still largely hidden from
the world when Plato’s words first echoed, Bhutan found
its own embodiment of that idea.

His Majesty Jigme Singye Wangchuck, the Fourth
Druk Gyalpo, reigned for 34 years before abdicating in
2006. His reign is remembered not only for modernizing
Bhutan and strengthening its sovereignty, but for doing
so with a rare blend of compassion and pragmatism.

To many Bhutanese, he is more than a monarch - he
is the guardian of their identity, the architect of their
democracy, and, in spirit, their philosopher king.

A King of Prophecy

The Fourth King’s story begins in prophecy. In the 18th
century, the Buddhist master Terton Drukdra Dorji
foretold that a prince of uncommon virtue would be born
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in the Year of the Female Wood Sheep. On November
11, 1955, that prophecy seemed to find form when Jigme
Singye Wangchuck was born at Dechencholing Palace

to His Majesty King Jigme Dorji Wangchuck and Queen
Ashi Kezang Choden Wangchuck.

Fate moved swiftly. When his father, the revered Third
King, died unexpectedly in Nairobi in 1972, the burden
of the crown fell on the 16-year-old Crown Prince. Days
later, addressing his grieving people, he urged unity over
sorrow: “We must unite our minds for the sake of the
strength and progress of our country.”

By age 16, he had become the world’s youngest head
of state. Two years later, in 1974, his coronation drew
leaders from across Asia and beyond. In his first royal
address, he spoke not of power but of self-reliance,
declaring: “A little effort on your part will be much
effective than a great deal of effort on the part of the
government”.

A Brave King for a New Era

The Bhutan His Majesty inherited straddled two worlds.
The Third King had begun to open the kingdom to
modernity, building roads, schools, hospitals. But its
future was uncertain. Modernization risked unraveling
traditions, and Bhutan’s sovereignty was fragile, caught
between giants India and China.

His Majesty Jigme Singye Wangchuck carried the
reforms forward with a steady hand, determined to
preserve Bhutan’s independence while nurturing its
people’s wellbeing. His philosophy crystallized around
the triad of Tsa-Wa-Sum (King, Country, and People).
Ruler and subjects were bound by reciprocal duty,
their shared loyalty forming the essence of Bhutanese
nationhood.

Yet, unlike monarchs elsewhere, the Fourth King was
skeptical of absolute power. He believed no leader could,
or should, decide the destiny of a people alone. That
conviction would eventually lead him to cede powerin a
way almost unthinkable in world history, by voluntarily
giving up his throne and ushering in parliamentary
democracy.

The Birth of Gross National Happiness

Perhaps his most enduring gift is a development
philosophy that challenged global orthodoxy. In the
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1970s, as growth economies chased GDP, the young
monarch posed a radical question: Shouldn’t the goal of
development be happiness?

Thus was born Gross National Happiness, or GNH, a
framework that sought balance between material progress
and spiritual, cultural, and environmental wellbeing. In
a small kingdom with limited resources, His Majesty
reasoned, prosperity could not come at the expense of
identity, ecology, or future generations.

GNH became more than Bhutan’s guiding star; it
was soon studied in universities, cited in UN debates,
and invoked by leaders searching for alternatives to
conventional development models. For Bhutan, it brought
global recognition, and a moral voice disproportionate to
its size.

A Monarch Who Chose Democracy
On December 17,2005, during the National Day
celebrations, the King stunned his subjects with a double
announcement: he would abdicate in favor of his son, and
Bhutan would transition to parliamentary democracy.
The people were bewildered. Many believed it was too
soon. But the King had been preparing the ground for
decades—decentralizing power to districts, empowering
village councils, and even drafting a Constitution in 2001.
In 2008, as Bhutanese queued at polling stations for
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the first time, democracy arrived not through revolution
or bloodshed but through a monarch’s vision of shared
responsibility. It was, as His Majesty had long envisioned,
the people deciding their own future.

The Legacy
Today, nearly two decades after his abdication, His
Majesty Jigme Singye Wangchuck lives in quiet retirement.
But his imprint is everywhere - etched into Bhutan’s
Constitution, embodied in its democratic institutions, and
alive in the philosophy of Gross National Happiness.

To many Bhutanese, His Majesty remains more than
their Fourth Druk Gyalpo. He is the King who gave
them democracy without demanding it, prosperity
without excess, and an identity that balances tradition
with modernity. Plato’s philosopher king was an ideal. In
Bhutan, cloistered among the Himalayas, it became a lived
reality.

KINLEY TSHERING

An award-winning journalist, screenwriter
and filmmaker, he has worked as editor for
several newspapers in Bhutan. Currently,
he is the editor of this inflight magazine.
He also serves as the Managing Editor of
Kuensel, Bhutan's national newspaper.
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On this profoundly significant occasion of the 70" Birth Anniversary of
His Majesty the Fourth Druk Gyalpo, King Jigme Singye Wangchuck,
we offer our deepest respect, admiration, and heartfelt gratitude.

)

His Majesty’s reign stands as a remarkable chapter in Bhutan’s history—defined
by visionary leadership, selfless service, and extraordinary foresight. As the architect
of Gross National Happiness, His Majesty redefined the meaning of development,
placing the well-being of people and the preservation of culture and environment at
the heart of national policy.

May the values he upheld and instilled continue to illuminate the path
for the present and future generations.

May His Majesty be blessed with continued health,
everlasting happiness, and long life.

Happy 70th Birth Anniversary, Your Majesty!
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SHow T et the King

n 1998, I attended the Thimphu Festival dressed
like a brocade wedding cake. My heavy silk on silk
tego gleamed, and rustled with every breath. My
kira was exquisitely woven and wildly colorful, and
my high heels clicked against stone like a metronome.
I was magnificent. I was festival-ready. I was absolutely,
catastrophically unprepared for what was coming.

After the morning's festivities at Tashichhodzong, I
decided to stroll into town and pretend I belonged among
the graceful Bhutanese women who managed to look ef-
fortless in their kiras, while I felt like I was wearing a very

46 Dpunkair TASHI DELEK

expensive tapestry.

That's when Marianne appeared.

She said she'd recently relocated from Zhemgang with
her partner, packing what appeared to be their entire
earthly existence in their Land Cruiser. "Come see our new
place in Serbithang!” she said.

Now, any sensible person would have asked follow-up
questions. How far is it? Do you have room? But I was feeling
magnanimous in my festival finery, so I chirped, "Sure!"

The first warning sign should have been her green Land
Cruiser. It looked like a shipping container that had mated
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with a four-wheel drive. Boxes towered in every conceiv-
able space—the dashboard, the floors, tied to the roof, the
passenger seat even.

"I think there's no room," I said, stating what seemed
blindingly obvious.

Marianne waved this off with the breezy confidence of
someone who would be sitting in the driver’s seat. "There's
aspot in the back!"

She flung open the rear door, revealing what I can only
describe as a human-sized mail slot. A two-foot by six-foot
sliver of space carved out between towers of boxes like
some sort of feng shui nightmare on the right side of the
vehicle.

"Just twenty minutes," she promised. "We'll unload at
the house, and then you can have tea and a real seat on the
way back."

And here's where my story takes a turn toward the
absurd. Because instead of politely declining—Ilike any per-
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son with functioning survival instincts would do—TI heard
myself saying, "Well, alright then."

What followed was a contortion act that would have im-
pressed circus performers. I hoisted myself into the Land
Cruiser like I was boarding a space capsule, arms stretched
overhead, wriggling and squirming until I achieved what
I can only call "Superman pose"—if Superman had been
wearing traditional Bhutanese dress and questioning his
life choices.

There I was: squashed up against the side window on
my hip, arms pinned above my head like I was permanently
surrendering to gravity. From the outside, I must have
looked like the world's most overdressed crash test dummy.

We lurched into motion, Marianne chattering away in
the front seat while I tried to breathe without wrinkling my
silk and wondered if this was how I would die—suffocated
by cardboard boxes while wearing my best festival outfit.

Then we turned off the main road toward Serbithang,

Photo: B&F S
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climbing slightly above the highway on the dirt road. That's
when I saw it.

The pilot car.

A jeep with a red light flashing on its roof, a beacon of
urgency. My blood turned to ice water. Everyone in Bhutan
knew what that meant.

His Majesty the King was on the road.

What happened next unfolded in that peculiar slow-
motion clarity that accompanies life's most mortifying
moments. Here came the royal Land Cruiser, sleek and
dignified, everything our cardboard-encrusted vehicle was
not. Through the windows, I could see His Majesty in the
passenger seat, leaning toward his driver, gesturing anima-
tedly as he spoke.

And then—horror of horrors—he looked up. His hands
froze in midair. His mouth open.

He looked directly at me.

Me. The human cargo. The festival-dressed crash
dummy. The foreign woman doing an involuntary Super-
man impression while trapped in a moving storage unit.

His eyes locked onto mine through the glass, and I
watched his expression shift from casual interest to com-
plete bewilderment. I could only imagine his thoughts: “Is
that... is that a person? What are these crazy foreigners up to?”

For one eternal moment, the King of Bhutan and I
stared at each other across the cosmic divide between royal
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dignity and absolute ridiculousness. The convoy swept past,
leaving me with the most mortifying encounter of my life.

Marianne had to pull over. She was laughing so hard she
could barely see the road, gasping and wheezing like she was
having some sort of breakdown.

"Linda!" she managed between fits of hysteria. "You abso-
lutely must write this down! And you have to call it—"How I
Met the King!"

Had I not been physically immobilized by boxes and silk,
I would have been doubled over myself. Instead, I lay there
like the well-dressed sardine I was, laughing hysterically,
contemplating the cosmic joke that had just unfolded.

To this day I wonder what His Majesty thought. I suspect
he seriously questioned the decision to open his country
to foreigners, but then forgot about it and returned to the
weighty business of running a kingdom—filing away yet
another inexplicable expatriate encounter under Things That
Make No Sense But Somehow Happened Anyway.

LINDA LEAMING

She is the author of the best sellers,
MARRIED TO BHUTAN and A FIELD
GUIDE TO HAPPINESS. Her third
book about Bhutan, NO RIGHT
ANGLES, is forthcoming. She lives in
Thimphu with her husband, Phurba
Namgay, a painter.
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His Majesty Jigme Singye Wangchuck at 70
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uddhism teaches that life is an

illusion — not in the sense that it

doesn’t exist, but that it lacks a fixed,

independent reality. Everything is a
temporary arrangement shaped by perception.
What one person in modern society identifies as
a table might be used as a raft by someone in an
Amazonian village, while a cat would likely treat it
as a bed. Yet even within this illusion, we live, love,
tear, hope, suffer, and die.

Like a mother responding with compassion to
her child in a nightmare, we cannot dismiss pain
simply because it isn’t ultimately real. The child’s
experience is valid. Our innate basic goodness
compels us to respond to suffering — even when
it arises from an illusion. We can uphold an
understanding of the ultimate nature of reality
— that all things are interconnected, ever-
changing, and devoid of fixed identity — while
still acting with care in the relative world.

Yet I know of no world leader in modern times
who has embodied this insight. Instead, they
construct systems rooted in permanence and
separation, where individuals and institutions
fiercely defend what they claim as “mine”.

Such systems function like a body in which
each organ acts only for itself: the heart hoards
blood, the kidneys withhold fluids, and no part
sustains the whole. The result is dysfunction.
The system inflames, starves, becomes toxic, and
ultimately collapses — not from lack of effort,
but from lack of unity.

This is the trajectory the world now follows.
When competition replaces cooperation and
self-interest is mistaken for strength, social,
economic, and ecological systems begin to break
down. The illusion of separateness becomes not
merely a misunderstanding, but a root cause
of global instability. The solution is not more
control or division, but a system grounded in
Buddhist wisdom — one that recognizes the
true nature of reality.

His Majesty Jigme Singye Wangchuck, the
Fourth King of Bhutan, offered a visionary
model rooted in that wisdom, drawing
inspiration from a 1629 legal code that declared
the purpose of government is to create happiness
for its people — an unusually progressive
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concept, especially when contrasted with the state of
Europe at the time, marked by religious conflict and
political fragmentation.

This model would later become known as Gross
National Happiness (GNH), introduced in the 1970s
not long after His Majesty ascended the throne at just
16 years old — an extraordinary vision for someone
so young. While most teenagers are still finding their
footing, Bhutan’s young monarch was already reshaping
national policy to prioritize the well-being of citizens,
the strength of communities, and the long-term health
of the environment.

This holistic philosophy was not just a lofty ideal
— it had practical applications that shaped Bhutan’s
policies in education, healthcare, infrastructure, and
environmental stewardship. In doing so, GNH rejected
dominant development strategies of the day that
fostered competition, inequality, and environmental
degradation, instead drawing on Buddhist wisdom
to promote spiritual, ecological, and communal well-
being.

These principles guided Bhutan through careful
modernization, allowing progress to unfold without
compromising cultural identity or social cohesion.
Today, GNH continues to serve as the nation's compass
and offers a compelling alternative for societies seeking
balance between growth and genuine fulfillment.

In 2006, His Majesty The Fourth King voluntarily
abdicated the throne to initiate Bhutan’s transition to
democracy. Despite widespread public support for him
to continue, he stepped aside — quietly, decisively,
and without drama. His decision reflected not only
the Buddhist understanding of impermanence but
also a rare kind of leadership: one rooted in humility,
foresight, and trust in the next generation.

This stood in stark contrast to the global norm, where
many leaders cling to power long past their time, often
at the cost of economic stability, social cohesion, and
institutional integrity. His Majesty’s abdication was not
aretreat — it was a deliberate act of nation-building.

Yet the visionary ideals of Gross National Happiness
did not end with his reign. They continue to shape
Bhutan’s future through initiatives like the Gelephu
Mindfulness City — a Special Administrative Region
envisioned as a new economic hub, spearheaded by his
son and the current monarch. Gelephu will integrate
sustainable architecture, abundant green space, and
carbon-neutral infrastructure.

On a personal note, I remember receiving a call
during the pandemic lockdown. His Majesty the Fourth
king’s secretariat had been instructed to send me a

NOVEMBER-DECEMBER 2025

crate of oranges. At a time when fresh fruit was scarce
and vitamins were desperately needed, it was a very
appropriate and welcome gesture. Following protocol,
the box was left at the gate, and I was able to share the
fruit with friends and neighbors.

This was actually my second interaction with
His Majesty. The first occurred in December 2015,
following the National Day ceremonies in Paro. A
lunch had been arranged for high-ranking and noble
dignitaries — I am still not sure why I was invited —
and I'had the honor of sharing a table with His Majesty.

In my life, I have rarely been deeply moved by a
person, and when I have, it has always been when sitting
at the feet of accomplished Buddhist masters. Yet I felt
a similar sense of awe in His Majesty’s presence — not
because of the formality of the occasion, but because of
the authenticity and quiet strength he embodied. The
impression stayed with me for a long time.

As His Majesty Jigme Singye Wangchuck marks
his 70th birthday, Bhutan reflects on a legacy deeply
shaped by Buddhist wisdom. He guided the kingdom
into modernity while preserving its unique Vajrayana
identity, gifted the nation with democracy, and offered
the world a development model rooted in compassion,
balance, and interdependence.

GNH has since been recognized by institutions
like the UN as a potential framework for global
development and has provided the foundational
principles for Lhomon Education, a system introduced
in Samdrup Jongkhar to educate more connected,
involved lifelong learners — grounded in Bhutan’s
ancient wisdom traditions, principles, and practices.

For these reasons, His Majesty, the Great Fourth,
will likely be remembered above all as a Dharma
King — not merely for preserving Buddhist texts and
institutions, though that too was part of his role, but for
embodying its principles and applying them through
policy and guidance. He created the conditions for
Bhutanese to live in harmony and peace, offering a rare
example of leadership grounded in wisdom, service, and
the understanding that real power lies in letting go.

SHENPHEN ZANGPO

He was born in Swansea, UK, but spent more than
28 years practicing and studying Buddhism in
Taiwan and Japan, and around 15 years working with
substance abusers in Bhutan, teaching meditation

' and organizing drug outreach programmes.

1 Currently, he is engaged in activities that present the
traditional wisdom of the Dharma to the youth of
Bhutan in a modern and relevant way.
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WHERE ANCIENT PALACE WALLS MEET
CONTEMPORARY ART

How a Croatian-born, New York-based painter found a “home of the heart” in Bhutan, creating a tribute of
seventy works for the Fourth Druk Gyalpo inside the country’s first royal palace.

en you land in Bhutan, you quickly

sense you are entering a country unlike

any other. Steeped in tradition, shaped by

Vajrayana Buddhist values, and guided by
a philosophy of Gross National Happiness, Bhutan holds a
unique balance between heritage and forward vision. It is
here, in Bumthang’s Wangduechhoeling Palace—the first
royal palace of Bhutan and birthplace of its monarchy—
that visitors this autumn will find something equally
unique: Echoes of a Kingdom, the first solo exhibition of
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contemporary art by a Western artist ever presented in
Bhutan.

The artist, Tatjana Krizmanic, was born in Croatia,
built her career in the United States, and is now based in
New York City. Her colorful canvases have been shown
internationally, yet it is Bhutan that she calls her “home
of the heart” For the past year, she has devoted herself
to creating a body of seventy works—large-scale oils,
delicate watercolors, and hand-painted linocut prints—
dedicated to His Majesty the Fourth Druk Gyalpo, Jigme
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Singye Wangchuck, on the occasion of his 70th birth
anniversary. Krizmanic painted the Echoes of a Kingdom
collection in under a year, working with remarkable focus
and discipline. To complete the series, she set aside three
months in retreat, spending mornings in meditation and
afternoons and evenings painting. “That retreat time was
essential,” she explains. “It allowed me to stay true and
wholehearted.”

A Meeting of Worlds
For visitors new to Bhutan, the exhibition offers a vivid in-
troduction to the kingdom’s spirit. The four themes—en-
vironmental stewardship, cultural preservation, significant
moments of the Fourth King’s reign, and Bhutan’s spiri-
tual traditions—serve as a guide to understanding what
makes Bhutan so extraordinary. Yet they are expressed
through the hand of a contemporary painter whose roots
lie in European impressionism and whose career has been
shaped by decades of living in America.

This meeting of cultures is what makes Echoes of a King-
dom so striking. As Krizmanic explains, “Bhutan’s values
and my own path as a painter and Vajrayana Buddhist
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practitioner seemed to dovetail perfectly. That is why
Bhutan feels to me like home.”

“Tatjana’s work does more than depict our values;
it allows us to feel them and to stand inside the spaces
where memory and presence touch. For me, curating
this exhibit was not about explaining but about holding
those moments open so others might step into them
too.” — Lhatso Sangay, Senior Curator, Wangduechhoe-
ling Palace Museum

Having studied with her teacher, Dzigar Kongtrul
Rinpoche, for more than 35 years, Krizmanic brings
a rare sensitivity to Bhutan’s last Vajrayana kingdom.
“The paintings poured straight from my heart,” she says.
“They are prayers in color and light, offerings of grati-
tude for a king whose vision continues to shape Bhutan
and inspire the world.”

The Palace and Its Living History

To step into Wangduechhoeling Palace is to step into
history. Built in the 1850s by Trongsa Penlop Jigme
Namgyel, father of the first Druk Gyalpo, the palace
later became the childhood home of Bhutan’s monarchy.
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Carefully restored, it now serves as a museum dedicated
to preserving Bhutan’s heritage and sharing it with the
world.

Within its ancient walls, the juxtaposition of contem-
porary canvases and centuries-old architecture creates a
harmony that feels uniquely Bhutanese: a bridge between
past and future, tradition and innovation. For travelers,
this rare fusion offers a chance to experience the living
culture of Bhutan in an entirely new way.

Inspiring the Next Generation

Krizmanic’s time in Bhutan has not been limited to palace
halls. Shortly after the opening, she led workshops for
students of Jakar High School in Bumthang and the Druk
Gyalpo Institute — Royal Academy in Paro. Her goal: to
encourage Bhutanese youth to explore their own creative
expression.

“Artis not a luxury,” she says. “It is a way of thinking, of
problem-solving, of dreaming. The future of Bhutan is in
the hands of its young people, and their voices will shape
how Bhutan’s values engage with the wider world.”

Why This Matters
For travelers, Echoes of a Kingdom offers more than an
art show. It is a window into the Bhutanese ethos—its
reverence for environment and culture, its emphasis on
compassion and well-being, and its openness to ex-
change with the world. Krizmanic believes Bhutan has
a significant role to play globally, sharing its distinctive

approach to development and happiness while nurturing
progress and well-being within its own borders.

Her exhibition reflects that vision. It is both a tribute
to Bhutan’s Fourth King and an invitation for visitors to
witness how art can cross cultures, bridging continents
and traditions in a way that feels organic and alive.

“Tatjana Krizmanic’s works not only graced our gal-
leries but touched the hearts of everyone who visited,
making our first collaborative exhibition at the Palace a
truly memorable occasion,” said Dr. Kuenga Lhendup,
Executive Director of the Wangduechhoeling Palace
Museum.

A Visit Worth Making

If your journey takes you to Bumthang, set aside time to
visit Wangduechhoeling Palace. Walk its restored court-
yards, breathe in the history of the Bhutanese monarchy,
and then step into the gallery where contemporary art
meets timeless tradition.

There you will find Echoes of a Kingdom—seventy
luminous works that embody a rare cultural dialogue: a
Croatian-born, New York-based artist offering her heart
to Bhutan, and Bhutan welcoming that offering within
the walls of its first royal palace.

For Krizmanic, the words that best describe Bhutan
are profound, joyful, and authentic. Visitors may find
themselves echoing those same words as they leave
the palace—carrying with them a glimpse of Bhutan’s
enduring spirit.
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VISIT WANGDUECHHOELING PALACE MUSEUM

Location: Jakar, Bumthang Valley — The first royal palace of Bhutan, now a restored museum.
On view: Echoes of a Kingdom — 70 works by Tatjana Krizmanic, a tribute to His Majesty the Fourth Druk Gyalpo.
Hours: Daily, 9:00 AM — 5:00 PM (closed on government holidays).
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n the winter of 2003, as the world watched
distant wars fought with overwhelming force, a
different kind of warrior walked through the dense,
subtropical forests of southern Bhutan. He wore
not the crown of a monarch, but the simple uniform
of a soldier. He carried not a scepter, but the heavy
responsibility of a nation’s survival. At the head of a

column of his men, leading them on foot into uncertain
territory, was His Majesty Jigme Singye Wangchuck, the
Fourth King of Bhutan.

This image, so contrary to the modern conception of
kingship, is perhaps the most defining portrait of Bhutan’s
Great Fourth. He was a king who ruled from the hearts of
his people, a philosopher who dared to measure progress
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in happiness, and when the moment demanded, a warrior
who would place himself at the forefront of danger to
protect the sanctuary he had so carefully nurtured. His
story is not just the history of a nation; it is an enduring
lesson in guardianship.

The Trial by Fire

In the global imagination, Bhutan often appears as a land
of serene monasteries and timeless peace, a perception
carefully cultivated and fiercely protected. But in the late
1990s, this peace was under grave threat. Three militant
groups from across the border had established thirty il-
legal camps deep within Bhutan’s southern jungles, using
the kingdom’s territory to launch attacks elsewhere and
threatening the nation’s security and sovereignty.
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For eight long years, from 1995 to 2003, His Majesty
pursued a path of peace, a testament to his Buddhist prin-
ciples. He engaged in six years of painstaking dialogue,
personally trekking at great risk to meet the militant
leaders in their jungle hideouts, urging them to leave the
kingdom peacefully. His Majesty had studied his adver-
saries, their terrain, and their tactics, walking the very
ground they occupied. But when every peaceful overture
failed, the King, as the supreme commander of the armed
forces, was left with no other choice.

What followed was not a conventional war. It was an
operation rooted in a philosophy uniquely Bhutanese.
Days before the conflict, the senior monk Yangbi Lopen
addressed the soldiers, reminding them of their true
identity: “You are first a Buddhist and then a soldier”.
The objective was not annihilation, but restoration; not
to conquer, but to cleanse. The King’s strategy, born from
his intimate knowledge of the camps, was to use the ar-
my’s mortars not as instruments of pure destruction, but
to create a precise and overwhelming barrage designed to
warn, frighten, and disperse the militants with minimal
bloodshed, giving them time to flee.

On December 15,2003, His Majesty led the 6,736
soldiers of the Royal Bhutan Army from the front. The
operation was swift and decisive. Within two days, all
thirty camps were dismantled, and the threat to Bhutan’s
sovereignty was eliminated. Yet, in the aftermath, there
were no victory parades, no triumphant declarations.
Instead, the kingdom turned to prayer. Butter lamps were
lit in monasteries across the nation, and the captured
weapons were hung in temples, not as trophies of war,
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but as symbols of surrendered violence, a prayer that
such a necessity might never arise again. His Majesty’s
first instinct was not to celebrate a victory, but to heal the
spiritual fabric of the land.

The Wars Fought Without Weapons

This literal trial by fire revealed the King’s courage, but his
greatest battles were fought not on the fields of conflict,
but in the minds of men and the policies of nations. He
was a warrior in a far broader, more profound sense, de-
fending Bhutan from the unseen forces that have eroded
so many other cultures in the modern age.

His most legendary act of defense was the philosophy
of Gross National Happiness (GNH). In a world march-
ing to the drumbeat of Gross Domestic Product, His
Majesty declared that true progress must be measured
not in the accumulation of wealth, but in the well-being
and happiness of the people. GNH became his shield
against the onslaught of unchecked consumerism and
soulless development. It was a warrior’s promise to his
people: we will modernize, but we will not sacrifice our
soul. This philosophy, once seen as a curious Himalayan
ideal, has since inspired nations and leaders across the
globe, a testament to its enduring wisdom.

His Majesty also waged a quiet, brilliant war to protect
Bhutan’s sovereignty on the world stage. Ascending the
throne at just sixteen, he steered his small, landlocked
nation through the complex currents of regional and
global geopolitics with the skill of a master strategist. He
embraced a policy of non-alignment, joining the Non-
Aligned Movement and attending its fifth summit in Sri
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Lanka as early as 1976. He cultivated deep friendships,
particularly with India, while carefully asserting Bhutan’s
status as a sovereign, independent nation. Under his
leadership, Bhutan became a respected voice of principle,
a nation whose integrity was its greatest currency.
Perhaps most visibly to visitors today, he was a warrior
for the environment. Long before climate change became
a global crisis, His Majesty understood that Bhutan’s
pristine natural world was its most sacred inheritance.
He enshrined environmental protection into the heart of
national policy, culminating in a constitutional mandate
that Bhutan must maintain a minimum of sixty percent of
its land under forest cover for all time. This visionary act
of stewardship has earned him the world’s highest envi-
ronmental honors, including the inaugural “Champion of
the Earth” award from the United Nations.

The Enduring Legacy
The legacy of this warrior king is not a story confined to
the pages of history; it is a living reality, woven into the
very fabric of Bhutanese life. To witness the kingdom’s
mountains, cloaked in emerald forests that stretch to
the horizon, is to see the victory of the environmental
warrior. His Majesty enshrined environmental protec-
tion into the heart of national policy, culminating in a
constitutional mandate that Bhutan must maintain a
minimum of sixty percent of its land under forest cover
for all time. This green shield is the breathing testament
to his foresight.

In the gentle rhythm of village life, where ancient tra-
ditions and modern aspirations coexist in a quiet balance,
one feels the harmony crafted by the philosopher-warrior
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of Gross National Happiness. This philosophy was his
defense against the erosion of culture, a promise that the
nation’s soul would always be its most valued treasure.
The palpable sense of security and unwavering cultural
pride that permeates the kingdom is the invisible fortress
built by the guardian-warrior who defended its sover-
eignty on the world’s stage.

The ultimate act of a warrior is knowing that a battle
well fought is one that creates a lasting peace. For His
Majesty, this meant creating a nation that would no
longer need him to be its sole defender. He began the
process of decentralization, patiently teaching his people
the art of self-governance. His reign was a thirty-four-year
lesson in national responsibility, preparing his people to
become the stewards of their own destiny.

His final act as a warrior king was his most profound:
in 2008, at the height of his reign, he voluntarily abdi-
cated the throne, ushering in democracy and placing the
future of the kingdom securely in the hands of his people.
It was the quiet triumph of a leader who had fought not
for a crown, but for a country. He had not just won a war;
he had ensured peace for generations to come. The war-
rior had finally sheathed his sword, his kingdom safe, his
legacy immortal.

KHENRAB NIMA

He is a law student and published author who
explores stories at the intersection of tradition
and progress. With experience at the Prime
Minister’s Office, he has gained a front-row
view of Bhutan's transformation. His writings

i in national journals and newspapers reflect his
passion for understanding and capturing the
nation’s evolving journey.
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Certificate of Quality Management Ve
his certifies that Menjong Sorig Pharmaceuticals Corporation
Limited meets the ISO 9001:2015 Quality Management System 4 QA
‘standards for manufacturing and supplying quality traditional ®
medicines and supplements. MENJONG SORIG

Encapsulated in premium cellulose capsules, our 100% organic certified
turmeric is carefully harvested from the pristine highlands of Bhutan and
sustainably grown by dedicated local women's groups bringing purity,
tradition, and wellness together in every capsule.

BLACK TURMERIC

CAPSULE

It has antioxidant and
anti-inflammatory
properties to help

relieve pain, and
improve digestion.

‘ GINSENG HONEY

Ginseng complements
the natural goodness of
honey to combat
fatigue and enhance
vitality.

SHILAJIT

Shilajit is a natural and
pure herbo mineral
pitch that helps boost
energy, focus and
improves muscle
recovery.

RESHI
MINDFULNESS TEA

Boost your inner strength
and enhance longevity,
vitality, and mindfulness.

NATURAL TURMERIC

HANDMADE SOAP

This soap helps nourish
and revitalize skin and
prevent blackheads and
acne.

CORDYPLUS

CordyPLUS helps to

improve skin and hair

radiance and overall
health.

www.menjongsorig.com 9 info@mspcl.bt

@ +975-17906755
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RUSEIAN GAFUFRARERT

Brusnika, a charming café with a beautiful menu, is
a testament to the passion of its owners, Tashi and
Natalia.

Inspired by the wonderful bakeries and cuisines
of their homelands, Bhutan and Russia, Tashi and
Natalia realized the need for organic Artisan type
breads in Bhutan.

The café had humble beginnings, with Natalia
practicing a fusion of Russion style pastries using
local grains, including Bhutan's favourite grain, rice!
She started to bake for family and friends, and soon
dreamed of opening her own bakery.

When Natalic and Tashi found a beautiful place
s —ap : with the most amazing view in town, Russian Cafe
- -, o . e v Y e e : ' ' ] and Baokery Brusnika was born. Natalia trained

| A N Bhutanese ladies how to bake bread, cakes,

“ l l II I I l I- ==} E M 7 3 e (2} : and pastries. Now, the cafe and bakery serves a
L - ' == Y ) { < ' 3 )- charming menu of continental cuisine infused with

Russian flavors.

The bread and pastries are a mix of Russian and
German, a simple homage to the Bhutanese-
Russian family's personal history. Natalia was born
and brought up in Russia, and the couple spent 10
years in Germany.

The concept of food at Brusnika is simple: eat local,
eat healthy. The café uses local milk and butter,
homemade cheese, jams by Brusnika, organic
vegetables and fruits, and avoids processed food
as much as possible.

Brusnika is more than just a cafe; it is a place where
people can come together to enjoy delicious
food, stunning views, and the warmth of Russian-
Bhutanese hospitality.

Come and enjoy healthy, homemade food and
incredible views at Brusnika!

Scan for Directions! @ brusnika_thimphu

e +9TSITT4TST

Open hours: 8AM to 7PM
Closed on Mondays

Cordyceps
Available at

Russian Café

Average bill for coffee and
cakes: 55

Average bill for Breakfast: $8
Average bill for lunch: $15




How Bhutan's
Democracy Was Born

The Vision of the Fourth Druk Gyalpo

en democracy swept through nations
as a force of revolution, Bhutan’s own
democratic journey unfolded like a quiet
evolution — deliberate, thoughtful, and
deeply rooted in the country’s values of unity, peace, and
Gross National Happiness (GNH).

Bhutan’s democracy was not born out of protest or
political upheaval. It was envisioned, nurtured, and gifted
to the people by His Majesty the Fourth Druk Gyalpo,
King Jigme Singye Wangchuck, the Father of Bhutan’s
Democray and the philosopher of Gross National Happi-
ness.

His Majesty believed that true progress must come
from within — that democracy must emerge from trust,
understanding, and maturity of the people. “In the womb
of a strong and peaceful monarchy, we have begun to
nurture the hopes of a vibrant democracy,” His Majesty
once said.

The Beginning of a Democratic Vision

On September 4, 2001, His Majesty convened the Coun-
cil of Ministers, the Chief Justice of Bhutan, and mem-
bers of the Royal Advisory Council to discuss a historic
decision — the drafting of a written Constitution for the
Kingdom of Bhutan.

It was not an abrupt shift in governance, but rather the
culmination of decades of gradual decentralization and
political empowerment that His Majesty had been prepar-
ing the nation for. His Majesty commanded the drafting
of ten Constitutional Principles to serve as the moral and
legal foundation of the new system.

Just a few weeks later, on September 22, 2001, orders
were issued for the nomination and election of mem-
bers to form the Constitution Drafting Committee. The
process was formally inaugurated on November 30, 2001,
with the sacred Zhugdrel Phuensum Tsokpai Tendrel
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ceremony in the Throne Room — marking the birth of
Bhutan’s first written Constitution.

Evolution, Not Revolution
As Lyonpo Sonam Tobgye, the former Chief Justice and
Chairman of the Constitution Drafting Committee, often
recalls, Bhutan’s democracy was “evolutionary, not revolu-
tionary””

Long before democracy was formally introduced,
Bhutan had been steadily sowing the seeds of public
participation.
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In 1953, His Majesty the Third Druk Gyalpo established
the National Assembly, encouraging political conscious-
ness among citizens.

In 1968, His Majesty the Third King declared that “the
present monarchical form of government is changed to
that of a constitutional monarchy,” introducing a Council
of Ministers headed by the Paro Penlop, Dasho Namgyal
Wangchuk.

Even India’s then Prime Minister, Indira Gandhi, had
once remarked to the young King:

“We always support democracy, but it has to be gradual
— for the sake of Bhutan’s safety, especially in keeping
with its emerging new personality.”

His Majesty’s philosophy echoed this wisdom — de-
mocracy should not be imposed but nurtured through
understanding and readiness.

The People’s King and His Vision for Empowerment
When His Majesty ascended the Golden Throne in 1972,
he was only sixteen. Yet even then, he displayed extraordi-
nary foresight. Speaking to the world press that same year,
he said Bhutan would “slowly and gradually develop into a
constitutional monarchy.”

This vision guided every reform that followed.

In 1981, His Majesty launched a policy of decentral-
ization, establishing Dzongkhag Yargay Tshogchungs
(District Development Committees).

In 1991, the system expanded to include Gewog Yargay
Tshogchungs (Block Development Committees), giving
people a stronger voice in governance.

By 1998, His Majesty made another unprecedented
move — devolving full executive power to an elected
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Council of Ministers. In his address to the National As-
sembly, he said:

“Our country must always have a system of government
that enjoys the mandate of the people, provides clean and
efficient governance, and safeguards our national interests
and security””

That same year, His Majesty relinquished his role as
Head of Government — a gesture that astonished the
world. It was perhaps the most selfless political reform in
modern history: a monarch voluntarily transferring power
to his people.

Drafting the Constitution: The Blueprint for
Democracy

Under His Majesty’s guidance, the Constitution Drafting
Committee began its meticulous work in late 2001. The
drafting process was rooted in consultation, reflection,
and collective wisdom.

The document embodied Bhutan’s values — monar-
chy, democracy, and religion — in perfect harmony. The
Constitution, as envisioned by His Majesty, was not just a
legal framework but a moral compass, ensuring that gover-
nance would always align with the spirit of Gross National
Happiness.

A King’s Final Gift Before Transition
On December 17,2005, in the remote district of Trashi-
yangtse, His Majesty made a profound announcement
— he would abdicate the throne in favor of the Chhoe-
tse Penlop, His Royal Highness Jigme Khesar Namgyel
Wangchuck, before 2008.

“It is necessary and important for a King to gain as
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much experience as possible to serve his country to his
fullest capacity,” His Majesty told a stunned gathering.

Then, in December 2006, His Majesty made an an-
nouncement that moved the nation to tears. In his royal
decree of abdication, he said:

“As T had announced during the National Day celebra-
tions last year about my abdication, and also briefed the
Lhengye Zhungtshog on this decision, the time has now
come for me to hand over my responsibilities to Trongsa
Penlop Jigme Khesar Namgyel Wangchuck. While we
prepare ourselves for parliamentary democracy in 2008,
we must all pledge with our body, speech and mind to be
unwavering and steadfast in our efforts to strengthen the
sovereignty and security of Bhutan, to secure the bless-
ings of liberty, ensure justice and peace in our country,
and enhance the unity, happiness and well-being of our
people for all time to come... As I hand over my respon-
sibilities to my son, I repose my full faith and belief in the
people of Bhutan to look after the future of our nation,
for it is the Bhutanese people who are the true custodians
of our tradition and culture and the ultimate guardians of
the security, sovereignty and continued well-being of our
country.”

It was an act of profound humility and confidence in
his people—a King relinquishing power to empower his
nation.

Two years later, Bhutan held its first parliamentary elec-
tions — peaceful, dignified, and exemplary. The transition
from monarchy to democracy was complete.

A Democracy of the Heart

His Majesty the Fifth Druk Gyalpo, Jigme Khesar Nam-
gyel Wangchuck, has since nurtured this democratic vi-
sion into maturity. In his speeches, he has described three
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kinds of democracies: failed, struggling, and learning.
Bhutan, he says, is a “learning democracy” — one that
grows from strength to strength.

“Democracy provides freedom, a mechanism to ensure
justice, and an awakening of our souls to protect the rights
of others,” His Majesty has reminded the nation time and
again.

His Majesty’s dream is of a democracy that is “clean,
healthy, responsible, effective, and vibrant” — a system
that embodies the nation’s unique values of compassion,
balance, and collective happiness.

Legacy of a Visionary Monarch

Bhutan’s journey to democracy stands unparalleled in his-
tory — not as a product of protest, but as a gift of wisdom.
His Majesty Jigme Singye Wangchuck proved that true
leadership lies not in power retained, but in power shared.

As Lyonpo Sonam Tobgye once reflected, “His Majesty
gave democracy to the people not because they demanded
it, but because he believed they were ready for it.”

Today, as Bhutan continues to strengthen its democrat-
ic foundations, the guiding light remains the same — the
selfless vision of a King who led his nation from tradition
to transformation, and from monarchy to democracy, with
peace as his compass and happiness as his goal.

RINZIN WANGCHUK

The writer is an experienced journalist
who has been following His Majesty
the Fourth King's visits since the early
1990s while working with Kuensel. He
covered consultation meetings on the
draft Constitution across 13 districts
and reported on the 2005 National
Day celebrations in Trashiyangtse.
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On the joyous occasion of the 70™ Birth Anniversary of our beloved
Fourth Druk Gyalpo Jigme Singye Wangchuck, Mountain Cafe Family

Enhancing Climate Resilience in Bhutan
Department of Human Settlement, Ministry of Infrastructure and Transport

joins the Nation in offering our deepest respects, hearty felicitations
and prayers for His Majesty's prosperous life and good health.

On the occasion of the 70" Birthday of His Majesty
the Fourth Druk Gyalpo, Jigme Singye Wangchuck, the Department of
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2. Promoting green buildings and sustainable tools, 3. Implementing climate-resilient infrastructure
4. Greening urban parks and river corridors, 5. Enhancing water security through digitization and treatment improvements,
6. Empowering youth, women, and entrepreneurs via nature-based solutions training, 7. Strengthening education and
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Dedicated to His Majesty The Great Fourth

he story of Bhutan’s national airline begins

in 1968, when His Majesty the Third Druk

Gyalpo sent Prince Namgyal Wangchuck

to New York to explore the possibility of
purchasing an aircraft. Accompanied by Kinley Wangdi,
the Prince was welcomed and escorted by Tsering Wangyal
Shakabpa (1940-1992), son of a Tibetan statesman and
historian. At the time, Shakabpa was working with Pan
American World Airways, commonly known as Pan Am.

In New York, the Bhutanese delegation was gener-

ously hosted by Alvin P. Adams (1906-1996) and his son,

Nathan Adams. A Yale alumnus and then Vice President
of Pan Am, Alvin was a towering figure in the world of
aviation, while his son served as a Senior Editor at Reader’s
Digest. Adams’s illustrious career was vividly chronicled in
his 1996 New York Times obituary, which recounted his
remarkable ascent: The Wall Street Journals first aviation
specialist at 21, an airline president at 29, and a Pan Am
executive by 45. One account aptly observed that Adams
seemed to embody the spirit of aviation itself.

In 1963, American inventor and entrepreneur William
Powell Lear launched the first mass-produced business

jets. Four years later, Gates Rubber Company acquired the
company, and Harry Benjamin Combs (1913-2003) was
appointed its new president.

Shortly after, Combs sought to showcase the business
jet to a potential international client: the Prince of Bhutan.
A special demonstration flight was arranged in Denver,
Colorado. According to Norzin Tsarong Shakabpa—wife
of TW. Shakabpa and the top hostess at New York’s exclu-
sive Pan Am Club, who was present for the event—Combs
was eager to impress his royal guest. However, the pilot
performed a series of aggressive manoeuvres that left the
prince with a headache.

While the Learjet was considered for Bhutan’s proposed
airline, it was found unsuitable for the country’s demand-
ing conditions: high altitude, a short airstrip, and limited
passenger capacity.

Despite the unsuccessful demonstration, the connec-
tion with Alvin and Combs remained. In 1968, the Shak-
abpas organized an adventure trip to Bhutan for the two.
As royal guests, the towering pair spent much of their time
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exploring the Royal Manas National Park in South Bhutan
and took home many trophies.

A decade later, the initiative gained official momentum.
In 1978, the matter was formally brought before the 49th
session of the National Assembly. The resolution captured
the sentiment of a nation eager to start a national airline:

“In order to have trade relations with other countries
and obtain external assistance, it is important to have
transit facilities. It has been decided, therefore, to set up an
international airline with the help of the Government of
India. This fulfilment of our desired objectives has made us
happy and also has done much to strengthen the friend-
ship between India and Bhutan.”

With this mandate, the path was cleared for the vision
to become a reality—a vision whose foundation had been
laid with foresight years earlier.

In October 1966, when the foundation stone for the
Paro airstrip was laid, it marked a pivotal moment in Bhu-
tan’s aviation history. Assisted by India, construction began
on the valley’s fertile rice fields in early 1965. Progress was




L Ak e e




service would be limited to India and who would ultimately
own the airline.

The Foreign Minister acknowledged the setbacks, at-
tributing them to recent leadership changes in the Indian
government, but assured the assembly members that the
project was still a priority. He reported that following a visit
to New Delhi by the Fourth King, the Indian government
had given its full assurance of assistance. Construction
had begun at the Paro airfield, and small aircraft had been
ordered on Bhutan’s behalf.

He explained that for financial and logistical reasons, the
initial route would be between Paro and Calcutta, a major
international hub and key transit point in India. The airline,
named Royal Bhutan Airlines, would be wholly owned by
the Royal Government of Bhutan but initially operated with
Indian assistance due to a lack of trained local manpower.
Profitability, the Minister admitted, was not the primary
motive. “It is a matter of prestige for a country to have air-
line service,” he stated, confirming the government’s resolve.
The assembly, reflecting the growing national impatience,
passed a resolution urging that the airline be established “at
the earliest possible.”
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Tunbiichhodzong
30 Mareh 1981

PRUOCLAMATION

The Royal Government of Bhutan hereby approves the
m.u.s“\e,f.orma\ion of the DHUE-AIE CORFPOHATION with effect from
April 5, 1981,
The functions of the DRUK=AIR CORFORATION will be
to estebliah and run a national civil sirline.

The Hoard of Directors of the DRUK-AIR CORFOUATION
shall consist of the following:-
1. H.R.H, 5.C. Wangchuck

Hepresentative of His Majesty = Chairsan
in the Ministry of Finance

2. Lyonpo Dawa Tserin
Minister for Foreign Affairs - Member

%. Lyonpo 5, Penjore
Minister of Communicsations snd - Member
Touriss

k, Lawho Lam Penjore
Deputy Minister, Planuing = Hember
Commission

The Managing Director of the DRUK=-ALR CORPOHATION
shull be appointed by the Board of Uirectors snd he shall
be the ex-officio Member-Secretary of the Board.

This order will remain in effect till & Royal Charter
is proclaimed and the Hules and Regulations of the Corpora-
tion have been Tramed and approved by the Board of Directors

‘-fk.-r Singye Wilngehuck)
His Mejesty the Kink of Bhutsn

of the Corporation,
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The Royal Proclamation

The journey toward a national airline for Bhutan took a
monumental step forward on 30 March 1981, when His
Majesty the Fourth Druk Gyalpo issued the royal Proc-
lamation creating Drukair Corporation, effective S April
1981. This Proclamation also established the national flag
carrier’s Board of Directors, appointing Her Royal High-
ness Ashi Sonam Choden Wangchuck as its Chairman and
Mr. Tshering Wangdi as its Managing Director.

With the corporate structure in place, the next chal-
lenge was acquiring the aircraft. Tangible progress was
announced at the 56th session of the National Assembly
in June 1982, when the Foreign Minister reported that an
order had been placed for a Dornier aircraft. The plane cost
approximately Rs 2 crore (around USD 1.5 million), with
delivery scheduled for November 1982. Bhutan used all
its foreign reserves, painstakingly accumulated over many
years. The national dream was on the verge of becoming a
reality.

On 14 January 1983, that dream touched down at Paro
Airport. Drukair’s first aircraft, a German-made Dornier
228-200 turboprop, completed its landmark touchdown as

Photo: B&F SHAW
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ministers and officials looked on. In a ceremony befitting
the occasion, members of the Paro monk body performed
a Rabney (consecration ceremony) to sanctify the new
Dornier, officially starting a new chapter for the national
airline.

The state-of-the-art aircraft was chosen for its exception-
al Short Take-Off and Landing (STOL) capabilities, es-
sential for navigating Paro’s challenging mountain terrain.
Financed entirely from the nation’s carefully built foreign
currency reserves, it represented a significant investment
in ending Bhutan’s geographic isolation. The journey from
Calcutta to Thimphu, which once required an overnight
stay and a ten-hour drive, would now take just 90 minutes.

After a month of training flights, the official inaugura-
tion took place on 11 February 1983. HRH Ashi Sonam,
Chair of the airline’s Board, untied the ceremonial ribbon
and declared Drukair open for business. In her inaugural
address, she captured the historic significance of the day.
“Although we opened our door to the outside world over
two decades ago, in reality we continued to be isolated due
to the poor means of transport and communication,” she
said, expressing hope that the airline would help Bhutan
“emerge from its ancient seclusion.”

The commencement of the service, HRH declared,
heralded “the dawn of a new era in the kingdom’s march
towards modernization.” She paid tribute to the Paro farm-
ers who had sacrificed their land for the airfield and hon-
oured the vision of His Late Majesty. The ceremony was a
vibrant affair, attended by the Royal Family, government
ministers, diplomats, and a large local crowd. At 12:4S
p-m., the Dornier, piloted by two Indian Airlines captains
on deputation, took off for Calcutta with 17 passengers.
Ninety minutes later, it landed at Dum Dum Airport. The
flight was more than just a journey; it was the realization of
anational dream.

The journey to establish Drukair was far more than
alogistical or commercial undertaking; it was a 15 year
saga of national will. From Prince Namgyal Wangchuck’s
initial query in New York to the persistent debates in the
National Assembly, the airline’s story is one of vision and
determination. The first flight on 11 February 1983, was
not simply the launch of a new route but the fulfillment
of a royal promise and a powerful assertion of Bhutan’s
sovereignty. It was the moment the Kingdom purposefully
steered its own course into the modern age, transforming
a sun-drenched grain-drying spot into a gateway to the
world. In this, the story of Drukair is inseparable from the
story of Bhutan itself—a testament to the foresight of our
monarchs and their commitment to building a nation that
is connected, confident, and in control of its own destiny.

BY TSHERING TASHI
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hoki Traditional Art School (CTAS) is not

merely an institution — it is a living, breathing

tribute to the visionary leadership of His

Majesty the Fourth Druk Gyalpo, whose
wisdom continues to illuminate Bhutan’s path.

AVision Inspired by His Majesty

Founded in 1999, the 25th year of His Majesty’s reign,
CTAS was born from his timeless vision of Gross National
Happiness — a vision that places culture, compassion, and
community at the heart of development. Our mission was
simple yet profound: to preserve Bhutan’s sacred artistic
heritage by empowering its youth.

A Dream Fulfilled
What began with just five students by the late Founder,
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Dasho Choki Dorji—an artist and cultural steward him-
self—has blossomed into a thriving community of over
160 boys and girls each year. At CTAS, underprivileged
youth do not merely learn the thirteen traditional arts; they
inherit a profound sense of identity, purpose, and pride.
They emerge not only as skilled artisans, but as devoted
custodians of Bhutan’s spiritual and cultural soul, carrying
forward a legacy that continues to inspire and endure.

Deepening Our Tribute

In heartfelt celebration of His Majesty’s 70th Birth An-

niversary, CTAS renews its dedication through transforma-

tive initiatives that deepen this living legacy:

o The Living Museum: A restored 17th-century heritage
home, consecrated by Gyelse Tenzin Rabgay, where
visitors can experience the rhythms of traditional Bhu-
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tanese life — from weaving and painting to brewing
suja and molding ritual cakes.

«  Hands-On Artistry: Guests are invited to paint, sculpt,
or craft alongside our students — carrying home not
just a souvenir, but a personal connection to Bhutan’s
living heritage.

« A Sacred Setting: located in Chokor, a place of historic
miracles, CTAS stands where spirituality, history, and
art converge — allowing our students to learn not only
with their hands, but with devotion in their hearts.

Our Enduring Commitment

On this auspicious occasion, the entire CTAS family offers
our deepest prayers for His Majesty’s long life and endur-
ing health. Our graduates, whose artistry now adorns
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dzongs, temples, and monasteries across Bhutan, are living
proof of His Majesty’s enduring vision.

Every carved line, every painted stroke, is a prayer of
gratitude—a quiet homage to the vision that began with
His Majesty the Fourth Druk Gyalpo, whose profound
dedication to Bhutanese culture laid the foundation for in-
stitutions like ours. That sacred legacy has been reverently
carried forward by His Majesty the King, whose continued
support for tradition and youth empowerment inspires us
daily.

At CTAS, we pledge to uphold this noble lineage—not
merely preserving art, but nurturing identity, dignity, and
hope. Through each student’s journey, we commit our-
selves to ensuring that the cultural soul Their Majesties
have safeguarded continues to flourish, uplift, and guide
generations to come.

Special Invitation

As part of the Global Peace Prayer Festival, we warmly

invite you to experience this living tribute. Join us from 1* to
20" November 2025 and enjoy 50% off entrance fees. Simply
scan the QR code below to receive your discount coupon.

We look forward to welcoming you
to our home, our heritage, and our
humble offering of gratitude.

SONAM CHOKI

Daughter of the school founder, she is the
principal of Choki Traditional Art School. She
helped her father pursue his dream to establish
the school since 1999 when the school was
started, commemorating the His Majesty the
Fourth King's 25 years of glorious reign.
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Paro Town
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COLLFCE OF INFORMATION TECHNOLOCY

SPARK

Let’s SPARK together!

International Students
Programme: Study in
Bhutan, GCIT

Audrey Low

Prasident, GCIT

Invitation Message from GCIT President

GCIT Spark International Students Programme is dedicated to
students around the word. Join a new generation of global
thinkers where you will be educated in the mountains, inspired
for the fulure. The programme is ideal for sludenis seeking an
unconventional, transformative education that integrates cutting-
edge technology with sustainable development practicas in one
of the word's most serene and spiritually enriching
environmenis,

Learn and immerse where happiness is a successiul meltric, be
part of a carbon-negative revalution and blend ancient wisdom
with 215t century innovation from Al intelligence to Monastic
Architecture. Conmect and chal with us for any short-term or
long-term programme where we will support your navigation in
ontology, axiclogy and ensure an epistemic mindset to your
educalion spark.

Our Recent Collaboration

In March-April 2025, GCIT Spark hosled a group of Nanyang
Polytechnic international studenls from Singapore. The programme
merges sustainability and environmental conservation with Tech & Al
Innovation.

Learning beyond the classroom, the students discover Bhutan through
gamification, synthesis with Al visualisations and dialogues with
experts in community led-eco projects.

They also gain fresh perspectives of leadership on how GNH
indicators guide Bhutan's policies, businesses and social decisions. In
their own words, the students quoted that “this is one of the most
valuable learming and impactful immersions they have invested
beyond their imagination.”



Building Four Betters - Agrifood Systems
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Let us be better together!

This year’s World Food Day marks 80
years since the founding of the Food and
Agriculture Organization of the United
Nations (FAO), whose mandate from the
outset has been to ensure humanity’s
freedom from want.

As we mark this day and reflect on
challenges past, present and future, | am
reminded of one conclusion from that
long-ago survey: “The choice is between
going forward and going backward.”

Dr QU Dongyu, Director-General of the Food and
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations

Bhutan, guided by its Gross National
Happiness philosophy and deep commitment
to sustainability, shows how traditional values
can harmonize with modern development.
Its focus on food security, climate resilience,
and biodiversity closely aligns with FAQO’s
mandate.

FAO and Bhutan share a long-standing
partnership focused on sustainable farming,
marketaccess,andimprovedrurallivelihoods,
advancing FAQ’s vision of Better Production,
Better Nutrition, Better Environment, and
Better Life.

As FAO marks its 80th anniversary, we reaffirm
our collective commitment to achieving
Zero Hunger by 2030 through innovation,
inclusion, and collaboration. Together with
Bhutan, we will continue working toward a
sustainable and food-secure future for all.

Ken Shimizu
FAO Representative for Bhutan and Nepal
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""" (FAO) in 1981. Since then, FAO has
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FAO turns 80 worldwide

and 44 in Bhutan this October 16

-

TR .'_ - Bhutan joined the Food and Agriculture

'‘Organization of the United Nations

played a key role in supporting the
transformation of country’s agrifood
systems. From introducing high-value
crops and promoting organic agriculture
to improving livestock breeds and plant
health systems, FAO has supported
Bhutan in achieving food security and
sustainable rural livelihoods.

FAO has also strengthened the country’s
resilience to climate change through
capacity building, climate-smart
agriculture, and the Hand-in-Hand
Initiative, which connects evidence-
based planning with investment
opportunities. Working closely with
%‘R’Bval Government, FAO continues
to advance Bhutan’s vision of a
sustainable, inclusive, and food-secure
future, in harmony with its philosophy
of Gross National Happiness.




Agri-preneurship in Bhutan

Perspective from a public servant turned agri-preneur

fter a fulfilling eighteen-year tenure in public
service, I found myself yearning for change—
one that would let me continue to impact my
ommunity positively while forging a more
profound connection with nature. Driven by a vision of
sustainable living, I was compelled to take up farming,
a vocation that promised to let me care for the land
and provide sustenance for my family and neighbours
through dedicated labour of love!

My public service experience was richly rewarding,
marked by complex policy-making and addressing a di-
verse population’s conservation-related needs. However,
Iincreasingly craved a tangible, nurturing way to contrib-
ute. I saw farming as a seamless continuation of my work,
an arena where I could apply my expertise in manage-
ment and community engagement to the stewardship of
land and resources.

Driven by concerns for food security, environmental
health, and a commitment to local produce, I turned to
farming to embody my values of self-sufficiency, sustain-
ability, and ecological integrity. The simplicity of rural life
and the fulfillment of manual labour resonated deeply,
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making farming a conscious choice for a more grounded
existence.

Building on principles from my public service years—
community solidarity, hard work, and shared visions—I
founded Happiness Farms to promote sustainable farm-
ing in Bhutan. At Farm 1 in Paro, we focus on Japanese
pears, apples, and walnuts, known for their market appeal
and quality. Farm 2 in Punakha diversifies with avocados,
premium oranges, lemons, pineapples, and dragon fruit,
meeting market demands and strengthening agricultural
resilience.

We continue to expand our fruit selection while offer-
ing unique experiences, such as traditional cottage-style
accommodations, guided farm tours, fruit plucking, out-
door activities, and a farm-to-table restaurant featuring
produce from our fields. Our innovative “Tree Member-
ship’ program allows individuals to own and enjoy the
harvest from fruit trees for a set period.

Encouraging Bhutanese youth to pursue farming
requires addressing challenges and aligning with their
aspirations. Key efforts include integrating modern
technology, fostering entrepreneurship, improving educa-
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tion, promoting sustainability, increasing land access,
and developing robust marketing strategies. Agriculture
and rural communities are crucial for Bhutan’s vision of
becoming a developed economy by 2034, driving eco-
nomic growth, ensuring food security, and preserving the
environment.

As Bhutan enters an era of transformative change,
agriculture faces new opportunities and challenges driven
by technology, shifting consumer demands, and sustain-
ability. The government’s role is vital in supporting farm-
ers, fostering innovation, and driving growth, ensuring
the sector’s long-term success and national economic
benefits.

To this end, the government can implement several
key strategies:

1. Providing monetary assistance with grants, low-in-
terest loans and subsidies, especially to those with small-
scale operations, to enable farmers to invest in modern
technology and eco-friendly farming methods.

2. Funding innovation and research to discover new
farming techniques, crop varieties, and animal breeds
that are more productive and climate resilient.

3. Developing infrastructure such as roads, irrigation
systems, and storage facilities to improve market access
and reduce post-harvest losses.

4. Oftering education and skills training to prepare
farmers for modern, sustainable farming practices and
marketing.
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5. Improving market access by developing efficient
supply chains, offering market information, and assisting
with export opportunities to broaden farmers’ customer
base and income.

6. Promoting sustainable methods like organic farming
and agroforestry to preserve the environment and ensure
long-term food security.

Addressing policy challenges is also crucial for the
advancement of Bhutanese agriculture. Farmers currently
contend with issues such as land fragmentation, which
impedes effective land management and investment;
human-wildlife conflicts, limited access to finance, which
restricts the ability to improve farming operations; poor
infrastructure and market access, leading to high trans-
portation costs and limited selling opportunities; and
climate and environmental challenges that threaten crop
yields and productivity.

Empowering farmers is pivotal to overcoming these
challenges. Education, training, and access to information
can equip them with the skills needed to adopt modern
farming practices, enhance crop yields, and diversify their
products. This empowerment is essential for the sector’s
growth and the community’s prosperity. The changing
agricultural landscape in Bhutan is opening new avenues
for agribusiness and entrepreneurship.

The rise of organic farming, agro-tourism, and value-
added products presents new business opportunities in
agriculture. Initiatives like farm-to-table and eco-friendly
processing align with changing consumer preferences,
while e-commerce connects farmers directly with fair
markets and informed buyers.

Preserving Bhutan’s traditional agricultural practices
and heritage is vital alongside innovation. By blending
entrepreneurship, technology, sustainability, and indige-
nous knowledge, Bhutan can build a resilient and thriving
agricultural future.

Allin all, the evolving Bhutanese agricultural sector
offers abundant possibilities for growth, innovation, and
sustainability. By welcoming change, nurturing entre-
preneurial spirit, and harnessing technology, Bhutan’s
agriculture can flourish in the modern age, contributing
to national prosperity and honouring its rich agricultural
legacy. The time to initiate these transformative steps is
now to ensure readiness for 21st-century transformation.

FARMER DORIJI

Anenvironmentalist with 25+ years of experience,
he is known for his visionary leadership. He has
successfully coordinated significant projects,
including the 2008 Smithsonian Folklife Festival
(Assistant Coordinator) & Bhutan's Guinness
World Record endeavor. He is a passionate
farmer & committed tourism ambassador. For
inquiries: dorjibtf@gmail.com, +975-17909870
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FRUIT TREE MEMBERSHIP

I
Dntroducing

Join the

Inlialives

SUPPORT OUR FARMERS

* to visit your free anytime and
use the common areas.

* 10% discount on room
bookings for staff members

Rules of Membership:

* Understand some years the trees will
produce different numbers of produce.

+ Daonate the produce to any one of the
following Institutions:

& Hospital patients ( Jigme Dorji
Wangchuck National Referral
Hospital in Thimphu)

= Bhutan Kidney Foundation

o Monks ar the Dobji Monastic School,
Paro

o Nunnery

& The Happiness Farm

» or make a donation of your choice
» Harvest and enjoy fruies
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« Apple tree
= Pear tree

Membership Options, Duration, and
Pricing:

We are thrilled vo announce the launch of our
new exciting initiative: the Firse-of-in-Kind
Fruit Tree Membership Projece at The Happiness
Farm 1. This farm-orchard project aims o
provide individuals with the unique opportunity
to own and enjoy the Fruits nfj:p:nm Pears,
and Apple trees for a specified duration.

We are nﬁh‘ing three Membership options on a
firt-come, frst-scrved basis, with limited orees
available.

Happiness Farm Yearly Membership
Package

For Besidents:  Nu 50,000/year

+ free lunches

= free dinners
= hreakfasts

+ 2 rooms for two nights

* to visit your tree anytime and
use the common arcas.

= Able o book rooms and meals
at members discoune of 20%

Please noee that E}' participating n this progect, you
will have full ownership of the Fruiting Trees and che
rght to enjoy it harvest throughour the chosen
duration. However, please be informed chac dhis
ownershipmembernhip does nos excend m che land
itself.

Inn thee event thar YO are unable pemma]t}' Aurure
and harvest dhe fruits from your mee, we encourage
you to consider donaning them o a bowal institution,
school, or charity, By deing so. you conribuce 1o the
local emph‘r}'men! and economy of the COMmMuIey
through your goodwill and paricipation.

; b %
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The Happiness Farm will poss the  derailed
information regarding the Project on our Facebook

page = inclading mee availabilicy, conerace rerms and
condiions.  Please visit our social media page
regularly m access all the necesary informarion and
make an informed decision about becoming a Proud
Tree Owner.

For Mon=-Residens:

g + free lunches
a1 g i s free dinners
= Pear ree s breakfase

s rooms for 2 nighes

Fee Structure
5 years 10 years 20 years
@USD § 599 EUSD S @USD s 1790

* to visit your tree anyrime and
use the common areas.

+ Able to book rooms and meals
at members discount of 20%
for family members

Corporate Package:

One Fruit Bearing Apple and Pear
Trees

Fee Structure
5 years 10 years 20 years

@IS § 590 LISE) § 9000 GELFSIY § 179

As an environmenualise ac hearr, the proceeds: from
this initarive will be reinvesred in the fecher
developmens of The Happiness Farm | and citizen
sniriarives focused on environmennal conservasion in
the locality, By participating in chis project. you will
not only enjoy the fuies of your mee bur ako
contribute o the growth and sustainability of the
farm and its valuable community and environmensal
Ininarives.

We invite our valeed paricipans ro embark on cthis
journey with us in this First-of-is-Kind Froic Tree
Membership Project. We look forward o your kind
support in crearing 3 Bourishing and environmenally
COTSCIONS COMmuUnitY,

CONTACTUS @

Dorji
Farmer & the Founder of the Happiness Farm

+ U7517 90 98 TO+HOT5 77606 162
www.thehappinessfarm com/tree-membenship
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NATIONAL
HOUSING

DEVELOPMENT
CORPORATION LIMITED

CREATING HOMES, IMNSPIRING LIVES

BUSINESS PORTFOLIO

Product Manufacturing
Manufacturing wood
and concrete products
for construction and
household needs.

Facility Management
Offering facility
management services to
Gyalsung Academies.

Design & Construction
Design and
Construction Services for
infrastructure projects.

Project Management
Undertaking
Deposit Works.

Affordable Housing
Providing affordable

rental housing for low &
middle income groups.

Premium Concrete Products

=

Checkered Tiles Kerb and Edging Paver Blocks Concrete Blocks Wooden Fruit Crates

E-SERVICES: Housing Clearance ® Maintenance Application ® Online Housing Application e Track your Application

Contact Us: Head Office No. : 323147 / 332735 / 332734, Phuntsholing, Liaison Office No. : 05-252649 Mobile No. : 17655550
Samdrupjongkhar, Liaison Officer No. : 07-251252 Mobile No. : 77380066, Changjiji Site Office No. : 345528 Mobile No. : 17596581



COMMUNITY VOICES
IN CONSERVATION

“Maymay rumay na...” the villagers tell us. Soaking up
the slow-to-depart last remnants of summer as autumn
began to make its presence felt, we were in Jomotsangkha
Wildlife Sanctuary (JWS), the smallest in Bhutan, last
September.

Bhutan’s landscapes are diverse- from towering moun-
tain ranges to verdant tropical forests, each leaving a last-
ing impression. Among these is JWS tucked away in the
southern foothills. Home to endangered species like the
Bengal tiger and Asian elephant, over 1,750 people share
the land with these iconic species. Beyond its ecological
significance, Jomotsangkha stands as a living tapestry of
culture, resilience, and deep-rooted connection to nature.

Boots on the ground and spirits high, the WWE-Bhu-
tan team set out across Jomotsangkha, gathering data
and collecting stories for the next chapter of the Climate
Crowd project. During our waking hours, we traveled
through rugged landscapes, meeting local communities,
exchanging ideas, and exploring practical solutions that

86 Drnkair TASHI DELEK

could be shaped and carried forward by the hands of the
people themselves.

Whether it was beekeeping, bamboo and soft broom
grass plantation, or the revival of sacred lakes, every con-
versation circled back to a single, reverberating phrase
in Tshangla: “Maymay rumay na”—a stern caution that
translates to, “You will meet the elephants.” It’s a phrase
that stays with you, a quiet reminder of the giant’s endur-
ing presence and power.

Living with the elephants
The Asian elephant (Elephas maximus), magnificent
mammals in both stature and persona, roam Bhutan’s
southern wilderness. Elephants hold a special place in
the people’s hearts and when people speak of them, they
speak with reverence. “They are keystone modifiers. Their
presence profoundly shapes the ecosystems they inhabit,”
explains Krishna Prasad Dhimal, a forestry officer at JWS.
Krishna became a vital link between our team and the

NOVEMBER-DECEMBER 2025

Karma Raygyel, a rescued elephant calf, with
one of its primary caretakers at the JWS Office.

Ghana Shyam, 71, shows us his bee hives

community of Jomotsangkha. He walked with us through
every consultation and field visit, offering deep knowl-
edge of both the land and the local traditions. His per-
spective helped us better understand the challenges and
opportunities ahead, grounding our work in the lived re-
alities of the communities.

Like all other wildlife, elephants play a vital role in
maintaining biodiversity and supporting the delicate bal-
ance of ecosystems. For the communities who share their
land with these mammals, the relationship runs deep.
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These people have been central to elephant conservation
efforts but it hasn’t come without challenges. Conserva-
tion, while essential, can also disrupt livelihoods. At an
integrated organic farm in Namchazor, Langchenphu or
Haati Tar (flatlands of the elephants), a farmer is pilot-
ing agave as a natural fence to keep elephants at bay while
staying eco-friendly.

Climate Crowd in action: Community voices in con-
servation

That’s where Climate Crowd comes in. Spearheaded by
WWE-Bhutan, this grassroots initiative empowers com-
munities to develop nature-based solutions that are both
sustainable and practical. From alternative income sourc-
es to innovative land-use practices, the project is helping
Bhutanese communities adapt while continuing to pro-
tect the wildlife they live alongside. The project’s true
strength lies in the people who call it home and consulta-
tions are where the real groundwork happens.

I was reminded of the time His Majesty the Fourth
King traversed the country listening to the people, con-
sulting communities as the first Constitution of the King-
dom of Bhutan was being drafted. Born from the wisdom
of His Majesty The Fourth King and shaped through
extensive community consultations, Article 5 enshrines
environmental stewardship as a sacred duty of every Bhu-
tanese.

It calls upon us to protect our pristine landscapes and
rich biodiversity for the benefit of not our generation,
but of generations yet to come too. With a constitutional
mandate to maintain at least sixty percent forest cover for
all time, Bhutan stands as a global beacon of ecological
responsibility and intergenerational equity.

Inspired and fueled by the spirit of community, our
team travelled to Jomotsangkha not just to gather data,
but to listen, connect and honor the voices that guide our
work. We set out with a clear goal: revisit the interven-
tions introduced during the first phase of the Climate
Crowd project and, through direct conversations with the
communities, explore new ideas that could lead to mean-
ingful, real-world impact in the next phase. These consul-
tations are at the very heart of the project.

At WWE-Bhutan, community engagement isn't a
checkbox, it is the foundation. Whether in remote villag-
es or bustling towns, our interventions are co-designed
with the people who live closest to the land. This bottom-
up approach ensures that conservation efforts are not
only environmentally sound but socially just.

Take, for another example, the Conflict to Coexistence
(C2C) strategy. It’s more than just another framework;
it’s a guiding approach we are committed to advancing.
By embedding environmental and social safeguards into
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every step, we ensure that interventions respect local
customs, spiritual sites, and traditional ways of life. After
all, conservation must coexist with culture, not compete
with it. This mindset needs to become the default for all
conservation efforts.

Resilience in the face of change

Jomotsangkha’s communities, despite facing challenges
like rural-urban migration among the productive work-
ing-age population, remain remarkably resilient. Sitting
with them, hearing their stories, and gathering data reaf-
firmed our role as stewards of the land. The community’s
insights are now helping shape the next phase of Climate
Crowd, which focuses on climate adaptation and effective
nature-based solutions.

Climate Crowd interventions aren’t a one-size-fits-all
model. Climate change affects communities differently,
and our responses must reflect that. Through key infor-
mant interviews, we’ve captured how shifting weather
patterns are impacting livelihoods, and how people are
adapting.

In Langchenphu village, Ghana Shyam Kharka, 71,
a progressive beekeeper shares his concern, “the bees,
typically arrive in October and stay until June, are now
migrating out earlier due to rising summer temperatures.
Their shortened stay is affecting honey production”.

For nearly nine months each year, the bees make their
home on Ghana Shyam’s farm and their presence is essen-
tial. Bees play a critical role in pollinating crops, and the
honey they produce provides farmers like Ghana Shyam
with a source of income.

These conversations are a form of outreach and through
Climate Crowd, WWF Bhutan and the Department of
Forest and Park Services are redefining conservation by

88 Dmkair TASHI DELEK

Green paddy fields in Langchenphu.

putting people at the center. Past efforts like “Coewxisting
with Tigers under a Changing Climate” and “Building Resil-
ience in Snow Leopard Landscapes” in Jigme Dorji Nation-
al Park were grounded in local knowledge and leadership.

Climate Crowd’s impact

The Climate Crowd project is helping communities thrive
across Bhutan. In Langchenphu, once-fallow paddy fields
are now green, owing to Nu 2.9 million invested in wa-
ter infrastructure upgrades. Taps and irrigation canals in
Langchenphu and Samrang are now flowing - bringing
water to homes and fields alike.

In Daagchukha village, nestled within Jigme Dorji Na-
tional Park, 6.1 km of chain-link fencing was installed to
protect over 70 acres of farmland from wildlife. Erythrina
trees, used as live fence posts, also help prevent soil ero-
sion.

Meanwhile, in Soe and Yaksa, communities have estab-
lished an incense processing unit, adding an alternative
income to their livelihoods.

By placing communities at the heart of conservation,
we're not only safeguarding biodiversity, but we are also
uplifting those who live in harmony with it. The future of
conservation lies in collaboration, respect, and listening.
And in places like Jomotsangkha, the message is clear; it’s
a clarion call.

KELZANG LHAMO

She is a Monitoring, Evaluation and
Safeguards officer at WWF-Bhutan. Outside
of work, she enjoys reading, anime, and
traveling.
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Laring and investing in the conservation
n.of Bhutan since1977

WWF-Bhutan
Kawajangsa, Thimphu, Bhutan
+975-2-337677/ 323528/ 323216

Contact us:
kinleywangmo@wwfbhutan.org.bt
nima@wwibhutan.org bt
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Connecting Bhutan to the world since 1983 = { . Vi ( - il

About the Airline

Drukair Corporation Limited, operating under the brand Drukair - Royal Bhutan Airlines, serves as the {
national flag carrier of the Kingdom of Bhutan. Established on April 5, 1981, by Royal Proclamation of
His Majesty the Fourth King, Jigme Singye Wangchuck, the airline has since been a proud symbol of
Bhutanese aviation.

Headquartered in Paro, Bhutan, the airline operates from Paro International Airport, connecting S e, - e 0 O SEEY SR
Bhutan's stunning landscapes with key cities across South Asia and beyond. Currently, the airline SN

serves ten international destinations and three domestic routes, positioning itself as a vital gateway to

Bhutan. On October 28, 2024, Drukair expanded its operations by introducing direct flights to Dubai,

marking its entry into the Middle Eastern market and further enhancing Bhutan's global connectivity. Domestic Route Map

Operational

In addition to its fixed-wing operations, Drukair offers helicopter services, further diversifying its
portfolio and ensuring the travel needs of both Bhutanese and international travelers are met.

Our Fleet | T
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Business Class: 20 Seats | s e mm“_ﬁ__.__..--- .

Economy Class:120 Seats _ Airbus A320neo
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Business Class: 16 Seats >}
Economy Class: 102 Seats —_ Airbus A319

Business Class: 8 Seats . 7
Economy Class: 32 Seats ATR 42-600

International Route Map

Operational
............. Seasonal

1 Pilot and 6 Passengers, or
2 Pilots and 5 Passengers ~_ Airbus H130
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Travel Period

December, January, February, June, July and August
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Exclusively for HappinesSMiles Members
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Valid until December 31, 2026

25 0r

PROMO CODE DUBAI25

PARO - DUBAI
KB800 MON&FRI 1030 1340

DUBAI - PARO

KBE8O1 TUE & SAT 0410 1040

*Terms & Conditions Apply

E—)+9T51?13 1300 @drukair_:nm_ht { Mobile App B reservation@drukair.com.bt

Unlock Exclusive
Healthcare Benefits

£ Phyathai 2 International Hospital, Bangkok, Thailand

Silver Membership

» 10%% discount for all ferrs except Doctor Fee
ardd Mon-Apphy ems.

» 10% discount for room charge cxcept Doctor

« Fee and Non-Apply lterms

» Complimentany transpernation transfers from
the redidence, airport andlor hotel 1o haspital
Complimentary services of preliminary consultation
[treatment plan), estimatirag cost of treatrent and the
length of stay via onestopSphyathal com
Complimentary perional escart services

Flatinum Membership

# 1 5% discount for all items except Doctor Fee
and Man-Apply ltema
® 15% discount for reom charge except Doctor
Fee and Nan-Applhy Merms.
* Complimentary Fast -track immigration service at
Senvarnabhumi Alrport.
® Complnenitary transportation transfers from
the residerce, airport and/or hotel ta hodpital
* Complimentary services of preliminary consultation

(treatment plan], estimating cost of treatment and the length of

slay via anesiopdphyathai.com
Courglrmentany personal oo services
# Complimentary access to an International Lounge

Gold Membership

125 discount for all ibems except Docter Fee

and Hon-Apply Itema

12% dizcount for room charge except Doctor

Fee and Non-Apply [temrs,

Complimentary transportation transfers from

the residence, airport andfor hotel ta hospatal
Complmentary services of preliminary consultation

[treatrant plan], estimating cost of treatment and the length

of sty via onestopdphyathal.com
Complimenlary perional eSoor sevices
Complimentary acoess to an International Lounge

Exclusively for

Twice Weekly flights to Bodh Gaya
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IN THE PRESS

Drukair Commemorates Her Royal
Highness The Gyalsem’s 2nd Birth
Anniversary with In-Flight Celebration

Drukair Joins Effort to Advance
Gelephu Mindfulness City and
International Airport

As Bhutan takes flight towards His Majesty’s visionary Gelephu  Drukair marked the 2nd Birth Anniversary of Her Royal
Mindfulness City and the new Gelephu International Airport, Dru- Highness The Gyalsem with a special celebration in the
kair proudly joined fellow DHI companies in volunteering to be a  skies.

part of this journey of progress.

Successful Conclusion of Elegance takes flight

Northeast India Agents' Meet
Strengthens Engagement Across
Darjeeling, Gangtok & Bagdogra

We're proud to unveil our new signature necktie and
scarf, exclusively designed for Drukair by world-renowned
The event provided a valuable platform to connect with key trav-  designer Christian Louboutin — inspired by our dragon
el decision-makers in the region, further leveraging Drukair's  emblem and the spirit of Bhutan. A perfect blend of
unique position in the market. tradition, strength, and sophistication.

Drukair Partners with Phyathai 2
International Hospital, Bangkok

Drukair has partnered with Phyathai 2 International Hospi-
tal to offer passengers including Frequent Flyer members
exclusive discounts on medical services. This collaboration
reinforces our commitment to ensuring a safer, healthier,
and more comfortable travel experience.

Drukair Signs Joint Venture Agreement
for Dragon Gliders Project in Bhutan
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Drukair has officially entered into a Joint Venture Agreement
with Swiss entrepreneur Mr. Fritz Loppacher to establish
Dragon Gliders Private Limited in Bumthang, marking a
significant milestone for Bhutan's aviation and tourism
sectors. This venture represents Drukair's first international
collaboration focused on sustainable, high-altitude glider
operations.

Drukair Hosts Annual Future Activity

Review Meeting

Drukair held its annual Future Activity Review Meeting,
bringing together station managers to review achievements,
address challenges, and plan strategies to enhance service
and passenger experience.

Drukair Showcases Bhutan at Travel
Counsellors Trade Show 2025 in Dubai

Drukair participated in the Travel Counsellors Trade Show 2025
at Hilton Dubai Palm Jumeirah, connecting with global travel
professionals, strengthening partnerships, and highlighting
Bhutan as a unique destination with direct flights from Dubai.

Drukair Participates in Mélange
Travel Fair, Mumbai

Drukair, in partnership with its GSAin India, joined the Mélange
Travel Fair in Mumbai. The event offered a key platform to
strengthen brand presence, engage with trade professionals,
and promote Bhutan as a unique travel destination.

Drukair commemorates the 14t Royal
Wedding Anniversary of Their Majesties
with a special celebration

Drukair celebrated the 14th Royal Wedding Anniversary of
Their Majesties with a heartfelt tribute, marking the occasion
with sweet delights onboard to honor 14 years of royal love
and devotion. The celebration extended beyond the skies with
a grand “Drukair Night” event, fostering unity and camaraderie
within the Drukair family, and reflecting the deep respect and
joy shared by the nation on this auspicious day.



TONGSA PENLOP
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INSPIRE PROGRAM

ered by Drukair

The Sky's the Limit: Drukair's Tongsa Penlop
Inspire Program Returns to Inspire Young
Minds.

After a five-year hiatus, Drukair is proud to an-
nounce the much-anticipated resumption of its
Tongsa Penlop Inspire Program (TPIP) this year. This
flagship initiative, part of Drukair's Corporate Social
Responsibility, is set to continue its profound mis-
sion: to provide underprivileged students in Bhutan
with truly once-in-a-lifetime learning experiences.

A Vision for Future Generations

Envisioned by Yab Dasho Dhondup Gyaltshen and
initially launched in 2018, the TPIP is designed to
transcend traditional classroom learning, It offers
selected students fully sponsored excursions to
diverse Drukair destinations, opening their eyes
to a world beyond their immediate surroundings
through travel, cultural immersion, and educational
adventures, As Bhutan's national flag carrier, Dru-
kair is committed to giving back to the community,
and this program serves as a powerful tool to inspire
academic and personal growth among the youth.

Journeys of Discovery: The Impact So Far

Since its inception, the program has created lasting
memories and inspired remarkable personal growth
among its participants. The inaugural edition in 2018
took 44 underprivileged students including four with
special needs on an unforgettable educational journey
to Bangkok, Thailand. This was followed in 2019 by an-
other group who embarked on a six-day learning tour
to the same destination. Each journey has been thought-
fully designed to expand students’ worldviews and ignite
their curiosity for learning and exploration. The program
continues to grow, welcoming more participants and
embracing a more diverse group of students from vari-
ous schools and backgrounds across Bhutan.

Join Us in Inspiring Future Generations

The Tongsa Penlop Inspire Program thrives on commu-
nity spirit, and Drukair extends a heartfelt invitation for
individuals to become a vital part of this transformative
endeavor. Your contribution can play a pivotal role in
shaping the lives of less privileged students, fostering a
brighter future for them.

To amplify your generosity, Drukair is committed to
matching every contribution on a one-to-one basis, ef-
fectively doubling the impact of your support. We be-
lieve that by working together, we can create “ripples of
positive change that will resonate through generations”.
For further details on how you can help or to make a
contribution, please contact us at:

tpip@drukoir.com. bt/ +975 77454495

THE HOLIDAY WING OF DRUKAIR

Drukair Holidays

e wings of il El‘uguﬂ

Discover
Bhutan

As the holiday wing of Bhutan's national airline, we take travel pretty
seriously, just not too seriously. After all, travel should be fun,
meaningful, and maybe even life-changing, preferably with great views
and better stories.

We specialize in crafting all inclusive tours that go beyond the ordinary
(no cookie-cutter tours herel). From the moment you land to the
moment you reluctantly head home, we've got every little detail sorted
so you can focus on exploring, relaxing, or deciding whether chillies
and rice count as breakfast (they do).

b
This isn’t just a holiday. It's
Bhutan, as only insiders can
show you.

Whether you're a culture buff, thrill-seeker, spa-lover, or
here on business with a side of bliss (hello, MICE travel),
our thoughtfully designed tours have something for
everyone. Just bring your sense of adventure and welll
handle the rest.




Transit Procedure at
Suvarnabhumi Airport, Bangkok

Drukair to International Flights

1 After landing at the Bangkok Airport, follow the signs
“Transfer Desk” or “Connecting Flights™ displayed
throughout the terminal.

2| Proceed to the Security Check.

3 Locate your Airline Transit Counter;
Proceed to Floor 3, where all the Transfer Desks are

located.
“Generally the transit counfer apens 3 hours before your dapariune fime,

4 | Check-in at the Transit Counter.

"Fiease node that the Boarding Gade assignmentz may change
occaglonally, 2o Mways reconfirm your gate by checking the Flight
Information Dispiay Screen.

5| Proceed to Your Boarding Gate.

For Drukaur-spec‘ul"lc assistance; bkkstatsoni@drukalr.com. bt
For airport-related infarmation: suvarnabhumi.a rportthal.co

International Flighs Cunnecting Drukair

Drukair

Royal Bhutan Airlines

After landing at the Bangkok Airport, follow the signs
“Transfer Desk” or “Connecting Flights"

2| Proceed to the Security Check.

3

RAINL. i y -

Passenger Transfer Guidelines in Dubai Airport

€© Follow “Connections” Signs:

After you disembark, look for signs marked “Connections” to guide you towards the transfer area.

(o) Proceed to Transfer Security:

Locate the Drukair Transit Counter:

Proceed to Floor 3, Transfer Desk 2, West Side, where

the Drukair transit counter is located.

“‘Ganerally tha transit counter opens 3 hours bafora your dapartune Hime,

| Check-in at the Drukair Transit Counter.

Proceed to Your Boarding Gate.

"Pleage note that the Boarding Gate assignments may change
occasionaly, so always reconfirm your gade by checking the Fhight

Information Display Screen,

Go through the security check located just before the “Connections” counters.

(3] Visit the “Marhaba” Counters:

Once the passenger has cleared security, proceed directly to the “Marhaba” counters. The Marhal
team will guide you through the transfer process and direct you to the “Connections” counter. At

Connections counter, you'll receive your onward boarding pass.

@ Relax and Enjoy Amenities:

If your layover is longer than 4 hours, you can relax in the departure area and return to the
"Connections” counters once your onward airline begins check-in, which is usually 3-4 hours |

before departure.
© Boarding:

Arrive at your boarding gate at least 1 hour before departure.

Flegse nate: Mo odditionsl charges apply for this sendce

€ Additional Information

Transfers Not Available:

Passangars will not be able te transfer on the fellowing airlines:
British Airways = Unitad Airlines

- Pobeda = Wizz Alr

- Flyadeal

Contact Us:

‘WhatsAppfBotim: +971 564186170 | Email: dubalstation®drkalrcom.bt

_grm . A

Tarminal Information:
Duukndr operates frem Terminad 1.

it your coward (Hight departs from a different terminal, an inter-tarminal transter

will be required.

Passengers are advised 1o avaid short layovers 1o allow encugh time for inter

terminal transfars.,

T i

BHUTAN

PARO HEADQUARTER

Drukair Corporation Ltd. ;
Paro Town (Opposite to Paro Municipal Office)
PO BO: 1218, Bhutan.

Toll Free - 1300 {within Bhutan)

Tel: +975 B 276430 (International)
WhatsApp: +375 17131300
Email; enquiry@drukair.com.bt

Cargo & Mail Services

Paro International Airport Cargo Section
Tel: #5975 08 271853
Email: cargod@drukair.com. it

BANGLADESH

DHAKA - AIRPORT OFFICE

Drukair Corporation Ltd.

Room No # 316, Terminal 2, 2™ Floor,
Hazrat Shahjalal International Airport
Dhaka, Bangladesh,

Tel: +5E 2 8501823

Emaidl: dackk@drukalr.com.bt

INDIA

BAGDOGRA - AIRPORT OFFICE

Drukair Corporation Ltd,

Bagdogra international Alrport. Bagdogra.
Tel: + 971 0353 2658011

Email: ixbkki@drukair.com,

BAGDOGRA - CITY OFFICE

G5A - Global Aviation Services Pvt. Ltd,

Drukair Corporation Lid.

32, 2% Moor, Planet Mall Sevoke Road,

Siliguri - 734001, Dist. Darjesling, West Bengal,

Tel: 0353 2540892

Email: bagdogra@drukalr.com.bt /
bagdoiracasgoSdrukain comubt

KOLKATA - AIRPORT OFFICE

Drukair Corporation Ltd.

Room No. B-328, Terminal 2, NSCBI Alrport,
Kodkata - TO0052.

Tel: #91 33 25118088

Mobile: +91 98745305938

Email; ccukk@drukair.com.bt

KOLKATA - CITY OFFICE

G5A- Global Aviation Services Py, Lid.

51, Thvioli Court, Flat 51, BLOCK B, 14

Ballygunge Circular Road,

Eodkata F00019.

Tel; +91 33 22833599

Ernail; kolkata@drukair.corm,ba /
krﬂki}t.‘ﬂﬂ!&ﬂ@drukﬂi.:mﬂ.h!

| G5A - General Sales Agent

DRUKAIR OFFICES

THIMPHU

Drukair Corporation Ltd,
Thori Lam, behind BES buikding,
Eawajangsa, Thimphu.

Tel: #8975 2 332154 (Accounts)
Email: gic@drukair.com.by

Tamu Worldwide Shipping Pvt. Ltd,
1* Flooe, Building #5, Jangchub Lam,
PO Bow: 1154, Thimpha, Bhwutan,
Thimgphi, Bhutan.

Tel: +975 2 333327

Mobile: +575 17114717

Email: kamalra|g@tamushipping.com
Website: waaw.tamushipping.com

GSA - Passenger & Cargo

Skybangla Aviation Ltd,
Suite No. 6C (6™ Foor)

PARO INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT

Drukair Corporation Led.
Tel: +975 17110091 £ 17170067
Emall: pbhsupviBdrukair.com.bt

Sonartori Tower, 12, Sonargaon Road Mjhu‘ﬂt B.mgla Motor), Dhaka - 1000, Eunglam,-sh.

Tel: +880 2 9632775
Mob: +880 1749177643

Email: dhaka@drukair.com bridaccargo@drukair.com.bi

BODH GAYA - AIRPORT OFFICE

Drukair Corporation Ld,

Room Mo &, Ground Floor, Gaya Alrport
Gaya, Bihar.

FiN No. 823001

Mobile: +51 $534495734

Email: gaykki@drukalr.com.bt

BODH GAYA - CITY OFFICE

Global Aviation Pvit. Lud.

1" Floge, Hotel Jataka lnn, Domuhan,

Bodh Gaya, Bihar,

PiN Mo, 824231

Maobile: +51 9525430214

Email: bodhgaya@drukair.combt £
bodhgayacargod@drukair.com bt

GUWAHATI - AIRPORT OFFICE

Drukair Corporation Led.
LGB! Adrport, Guwahati, Assam,
Tel: +91 0361 28406507

Emall: gaukk@drukair.con. b

GUWAHATI - CITY OFFICE

G5A - Global Aviation Services Py Ltd.
Sood Villa, 2™ Floor, Behind ICIC1 Bank,

G 5 Road, Christian Basti, Guwahati - TE1005,

Tel:+91 361 2346598
Email; guwahati@drukair.com.br /
puwahaticargo@drukair.com bt

| PSA - Passenger Sales F\!,‘EI’I!

NEW DELHI AIRPORT OFFICE

Drukair Corparation Led,

Room Mo. 46, Level 1V,

Indra Gandid International Alrport,
Terminal 3, Mew Delhi,

Tel: +91 11 4963B616/1 8419

Email: delkki@drukair.com.bt

DELHI - CITY OFFICE

G5A - Global Aviation Services Pvi. Led.

GF1-16, Prakash Deep Building 7 Tolstoy Marg,

Barakhamba Road,

Nesw Dedhi - 110001,

Tel: +31 11 47125100

Email: delhli@drukair.com.ibt /
delhicargo@drukair com.br

U.A.E

DUBAI (GSA - Passenger)

Sharaf Travels LLC.

Sharaf Building, Khalid Bin ‘Walkd Road,
P.O Box - 21593, Bur Dubal,

Dulbai « United Arab Emirates

Tek +971 3976161

Email: dubad@Edrukair.com.bt

DUBAI (GSA - Cargo)

Sharaf Cargo LLC.

Sharaf Bullding, 06 Floor,
mankhool foad, Bur Dubal

Emall: dubaicargoi@drukair.com. bt

| CSA - Cargo Sales Agent



THAILAND

BANGKOK - AIRPORT OFFICE

Drukair Corporation Led,
Z23-010, 3 Floor, %59 Moo 1, Airlines office (408}
Suvarnabhumi International Alrport.
k, Thailand.
Tel; +66 21343040
Ermaili bkkkk@drukair.oom, bt

NEPAL

KATHMANDU - AIRPORT OFFICE

Drukair Corporation Lod.

Roam Mo, 009, Tribhuvan Internatianal Airpart,
Kathmandu, Mepal,

Tel: +977 14113112

Ermail: krrnkk@drukair.oorm:bt

GSA - Passenger

Danfe Travel Centre

PO Bows 4429, Kamalpokharl, Behind Mascopaolo
Business Hotel Kathmandu, Nepal

Teel; 4977 01 4528667

Email; kathmandud@drukalr.com. bt

SINGAPORE

GSA - Passenger

Druk Asla Pre Led.

80, Albert Streer, #12-03, 06 Albert Complex,
Singapare - 189969,

Tel; +65 8767 2539

Emizil; sngaporeddrsair. combt

JAPAN

TOKYO (GSA - Passenger)

White Bear Family Co. Ltd.
LUnMAX Bld.3F 6-21-3 Shimbashi Minato-Ku

Tokyo japan,
Emaik: tokyo@drukair.com, b

HONGKONG

HONG KONG [(G5A - Passenger)

Megacap 5. A. Led,

9F Chung Nam bullding,

1 Lockhart Road, Hong Kong.
Tel: +852 3705 6322

Emaik hongkong@Ednsair,com b

AUSTRALIA

Sydney (G5A - Passenger)
Aviation Online Pty Lid,

DRUKAIR OFFICES

GSA - Passenger & Cargo

Criole Travels & Tours Co Limited,

5™ Floor Suite ho 14144, Skulthal Surawong Tower,

Surawong Foad, Bangkok 105000, Thadand.

Tel +662 237 52013

Emuail; bangkok@drukair.com,. b /
bangkohcargo@drukair com.bt

GSA - Cargo

Starlight Express Private Limived

Starlight Building. Sahayogl Nagar, janara Sadak,
KTM32, 44600 G.P.O Box 12713, Kathmanduw, Nepal
Tek #077-1-4155451

Email: kathmanducargo@drukalr.com. bt

CsA

Druk Logistics Pre Lid.

B0, Albert Street, o §2-05,

046G Albert Complex, Singapore - 1ES569,
Tek: +65 56235188

Email: info@idrukcargo.com

CHINA

SHANGHAI (GSA - Passenger)

WorldAlr Travel Co. Ltd.

Foor 3, Bullding E, No. 998, Shenbin South Road,
Minhang Districy, Shanghai,

Tel; +86135015719559

Emiail: shanghald@drukalr.com.bt

US.A

Flerida (GSA - Passenger)

AlrlinePros International Inc.

BF Chung MNam bullding,

6303 Blue Lagoon Drive, Suite 400,
Miami, Flosida 33126, USA

Tel: +B77 958 1077

Email: florida@drukair.com.br

Sulte 14b, Level 1, 123 Clarence 5t, Sydney, NSW 2000, Australia

Tel: 1300 781 747
Email; ww.ﬂnm.hl

| GEA - Ganeral Sales Ng'm

| PSA - Passenger Sales Agent

PSA

OMG Experience Co., Ltd.

1001 213 Comvent Rpad, Near Sala Daeng BTS,
Silem MRT, Bangrak,

Bangknh 10500, Thailand.

Tel; 6526304600, +B6IA660EE5

Emailt infoifomgesp.oom

C5A

Zenith Nepal Cargo Service pvt. Ltd.
P.O Bax: 7237, Thamel, Kathmandu, Mepal.
Tel; +577 S841579173; +577 9851022305
Email: zenithel305&gmail.com

Website: www. zenithcargo.com

CSA

M5 Sunrise International Private Limited
Pulchowk Ma tole 15 laditpur

Kathmandu, Mepat,

Tel: +97 70845765848 FT2R14T7F 17661618
Emaik: intermationalsunrise2022@gmail.com

GSA - Cargo & PSA

Charlot Travels Pre Lid,

101 Kitchener Road-03-38, jJalan Besar Plaza,
Singapore - 208511,

Tel; +65 84941625, 63B8-383 F +65-90613070/
i e

Ermail: drukair@charionooinsg / singaporecargo@
dirukair.com, b

KUNMING (CSA)

KUZU Co., Lid.

Kumming 650000, People’s East Foad, ¥i Hao Mall,
22053

Tek D0B6-1588707352; +86 (0BT1) 6720 7653
Email: hadyagong@mylish.com

Weebsite: www.mylish.oo

ISRAEL

Tel Aviv-Yafo (G5A - Passenger)

TAL Aviation Israel

2 Ben Gurian Road, Ramat Gan,
5257334, lsrael

Tel #972.2.7952111

Ermail; sraehidrukair, com.b

| CSA - vl.'.'lrgn Cales A,:l.;rnl!

DRUKAIR OFFICES

INDIA (GSA - Passenger)

AHMEDABAD

Global Aviation Services Pvt, Lid.
202-203, Olive Arcade, 2 Floor Umashankar Jashi

Marg, Off C.G.Road, Nr. Girish Cold Drinks Cross Roads,

Ahmiedabad - SR0006,

Phone: «01 079 4021 6503-04

Email; ahmedabad@drukair.com bt
ahmedabadcargo@drukair.com; bt

COCHIN

Global Aviation Services Pvt. Led,

KG, Oxford Business Centre, Office No.2A,

Second Floos, Sreekandath Road, Ravipuram,

Ermakulam, Kochi - 5E2 016,

Phane: «91 04842350544

Emiail: cochinidrukair.com.it /
cochincargo@drukadr.oom.bt

JALANDHAR
Global Aviation Services Pvt. Lid.

204, Prestige Chambers, I* Floor, Opp Narinder Cinema,

G.T. Road, fslandhar - 144 001,

Fhone: +91 0181 5082071

Email: jalandhar@drukalr.com.be /
Jalandharcargo@drukain comubi

KUWAIT

KUWAIT CITY (GSA - Passenger)

Caesars Int1 Travel Co. W.LL.
18" Floor, Allawhara Towes,

All Al-Salem Streed, Safat-13056,
PB-28229

Tel: +865 22072040

Email: kunvast@xdrukair com. b

SOUTH KOREA

SEOUL (G5A - Passenger)

Pacific Alr International

3F,, E-PLAZA Bldg. 25 Sejong-daero 4-gil,
Jung-gu, Seoul, 04527, Republic of Korea,
Tel: +82 2 317 8880

Email: secul@drukalr.oom.br

MALAYSIA

KUALA LUMPUR (GSA - Passenger)
Asia Travel Cafe 5dn Bhd

Mo, Tingkat 1, jalan Tengkat Tong Shin, Bukit Bin-

tang: 50000 Kuala Lumpur.
Tel; +60 122096287
Ermiail; ksalakirmpuridnuin.e om. b

FRANCE

PARIS (G5A - Passenger)

TAL Aviation France

5, rue de Castiglione, Paris, France,
Tel: +331 763612 56

Emall; paris@drukalir.com bt
Wahsite: www talaviation.com

enguiry@drukair.com.be

BENGALURU

Global Aviation Services Put, Ltd,

C-4/C5, Devatha Plaza, 131/132

Residency Road, Bangalore - 560025,

Phaone: +91 0ED 22222938

Email: bengaluruBdrukair.com, bt /
Bengalurucargae@drukair com. bt

HYDERABAD

Global Aviation Services Pvt. Ltd,

5-9-58/A/203, 2* Floor, Gupta Estate,

Basheer Bagh, Hyderabad - 500004

Phome: +31 040 66102785

Emuail: hydrabad@drukair.com, bt /f
hydrabadcargoghdrukair.combe

LUCKNOW

Global Aviation Services Pvt. Ltd.

Ground Floor, Ganpati House,

-Q-W.gly Road, Madan Maohan Mahny.l M..‘WH,

Lucknow - 226001,

Fhona: +81 0522 2209824

Email: lucknow@drukalr.com. by /
hucknowcargo@drukair com bt

KUWAIT CITY (PSA)

Alrazhed International Travel Co. W.LL
Office No: 89, Al Salam Tower, Mezzanine Fioor;
Fahad Al Satem St Salhha; PUO. Box: 342,

Tek +565 22072707

Emall: drukairi@alrashed.ravel

Wlbisite: wwwalrashed travel

SEOUL (CsA)

Pacific Alr International

3F., E-PLAZA Blidg., 25 Sejong-daero 4-gi Jung-gu,
Seaul, (4527, Republic of Korea.

Tek +82 2 317 8622

Email; downtown@ paagrp.co.kr

SRI LANKA

COLOMEBO (GSA - Passenger)

Acorn Aviation Pvt. Lrd,

Hemas Busiding, 3%/1 Sir Razik Fareed Mawatha,
Colombo-1, Sri Lanka.

Tek «0a 11 4731554

Emall: calombo@drukair,com, b

== for general enquiry (During weekdays - Weorking Hrs. 9AM-5PM BST)

CHENNAI

Global Aviation Services Pve, Led.

Global House, 733 Annal Salal

Chennal - 500 006,

Phane: +31 044 42959631

Email: chennai@drukair.com.by /
chennaicar god@drukair. com.bt

JAIPUR

Global Aviation Services Pve, Lid.

304, Ganpati Plaza. M. L Road,

Jaipur - 302 001

Phone: 431 0141-2377752

Email; jaipur@drukair com.be /
jaipurcargoidrukair.com, bt

PUNE

Global Aviation Services Pvr. Lrd.

3,4, 7 & 7A 1™ Floar, Hermes Kun|

3 wina], M.‘mﬂald.‘j'_. Road, Pune - 411011

Phone: +31 020105 2222

Emall: pune@drukair.com. bt ¢
Punecargodrukair com b

UNITED KINGDOM

LONDON (GSA - Passenger)

Flight Directors Scheduled Services Limited
Suite Ba, Gatwick Howse. Peeks Brook Lane,
Horley, Surrey, RHE 95T, United Kingdom.

Tel: +44 1293 874912

Email; londonSdrudkair.oom, bl

GERMANY

FRANKFURT (GSA - Passenger)

TaAL Aviation Germany UG

Hanauer Landstr. 136, 60314, Frankfurt
Tel: +49-69-31090200

Ermall; frankfur@dnukain com.bt

Wabsite: weanw. talaviation.com

VIETNAM

Ho Chi Minh City (G5A- Passenger)

Hong Mgoc Ha Joint Stock Company
15-17 Ngo Thod Nhiem, Ward 06, District 3
Ha Chi Minh Ciey, Vietnam,

Tel: D28 38 365 A

Email: vietnam&Edrubkair.com.be

reservation@drukair.com.bt == for ticket booking and date change before 4 days of departune. (Within Bhutan onfy)
wearelistening@drukair.cam.bt == for any complaints and feedback (During weekdays - Working Hrs, SAM-5PM BST)

happiness@drukair.com.bt >> for queries related to HappinesShiles Program
card_refund@pdrukair.com.bt == for any assistance related w ticker purchased from website (During weekdays - Woeking Hrs. 9AM-5PM B5T)



PAY LESS, CARRY MORE Drukair

Purchase Excess Baggage in Advance

Upto

25%

OFF  _,

ELEVATING BHUTAN : SOAR WITH DHS

Pre- purchase baggage option available at:
@ drukair.com.bt
@ Drukair mobile app

it's a scenic flight over the
Himalayas, a pilgrimage to
remote monasteries, or a
guick transfer across the

EXPERIENCE kingdom, every journey

1300 (Toll Free within Bhutan) +975 1713 1300 (WhatsApp) promises comfort, safety,

BH UTAN’S 5 and awe-ir_lspiring view,
ONDER 8 -

ROW ABOVE.

-

Your Next Flight, Now
Crypto-Powe red In partnership with

B DIGITAL KIDU

Book seamlessly using Binance Pay
Powered by

PAY

Available across all Drukair platforms

Websire

Mabile Apo
Ticketing Counters
Al Drukair Stations

;_: — @ Faste _t_i'l_an;traﬂmu'*' nal : :mant; E ' Drll k ﬂ lr
- = [ TR 8 £ 5 5 S . &; r 1an tre [ pay = - 1 -
e —= - = n - i 2.8 I“‘-—__ £ -E': trust Contact us to learn more about H ell

BN (197517170964 N4 heli@drukair.com.bt




INFO & TIPS

DRUKAIR FLIGHT TIMING

As Bhutan's Matlonal Flag carrier operating in and out of
Paro, Drukair requests every passenger to refer Conditions of
Carriage and the foot note on ticket itinerary. Due to operational
challenges out of Paro International Airport in Bhutan that is
severely dependent on weather conditions, Drukair makes
every effort to maintain the schedule integrity. However due
to circumstances beyond our control, schedule timings are
subject to change without prior notice, Therefore, we request
travelers to check with Drukair offices or its agents for the latest
infarmation.

RESERVATION

For any travel requirements, please contact
reservation@drukair.com.bt or call our toll free number 1300
{in-country) / +975 8276430 (International) / WhatsApp number
+975 17131300 for any assistance required.

International airties, tour promoters and travel agents abroad
are invited to communicate their reservation requirements with
the space control of Drukair.

RECONFIRMATION

Request all passengers to reconfirm their reservations
72 hours prior to departure, For passengers in Bhutan,
reconfirmation can be either done at any Drukair offices
of you can contact reservation@drukair.com.bt or call
Drukair's toll free no: 1300 / WhatsApp number +975
17131300 during office hours 07:00 - 21:00 (GMT+6&),

VALIDITY

Tickets issued against full fare are valid for a period of one year
from the date of travel, except as otherwise specified in the
ticket conditions.

CHANGE IN FARE AND TAXES

Fares and taxes are subject to change without notice, In the
event of a passenger commencing journey after a revised tariff
becomes effective, the differences between the fare paid and
the fare applicable will be collected from the passenger before
embarkation.

REFUND AND CANCELLATION

Refund of ticket can be made at the |ssuing office. For the
conditions of refund and cancellation, please check with any
Drukair Office.

BAGGAGE

A checked baggage allowance of 40kg in business class and
30kg in economy on international flights and 20kg for economy
and 30kg for business class for domestic flights is permissible.
An infant under two years of age is not entitled to baggage
allowance.

HAND BAGGAGE

Faor security reasons and your own safety, passengers are allowed
to carry only one piece of hand baggage. The total of its three
dimensions must not exceed 100 cm, and the weight must not
exceed 5 kg in Economy Class and 7 kg in Business Class.

SECURITY

All passengers and their baggage are subject to check before
bearding a flight. Transit passengers are thefefore requested to
remain on board ar transit stations as otherwise, they will be
again subject to security checks,

According to the Security Regulations, passengers are advised:

Not to accept any baggage/packet from unknown person, Not to
leave bagpgage unobserved at anytime especially within airport
area. Unattended baggage may be removed by the Airport
Security Staff as abject of suspicion.

If passengers are carrying any arms or explosive substance, it
must be declared before check-in.
Concealment is an offense under Aircrafts Act & Rules,

To remove battery/dry cells from radio, transistor sets, two-in-
one and other such electrical/electronic items and hand them
over to the airline staff before security check or carry them in
registered baggage.

CUSTOMS:
TOURIST ALLOWANCE

A tourist is allowed to bring any quantity of tobacco products,
However, it must be declared at the customs. The import of
tobacco products is subjected to 100% Customs Duty.

A tourist shall be allowed to impart temporarily free customs
duty for his/her personal effects and articles required for the
visit, pravided that the items imported are for personal use only,
A tourist is allowed to bring in ane liter of alcohal.

All information mentioned above are based on those valid at the
time of print and are, therefore, subject to change. For further
information, contact any Drukair Office or its agents in your area
or visit our website: www.drukair.com, bt

VISA REQUIREMENTS TO EN-
TER BHUTAN

Visitors of all nationalities, except those from India, require a
visa before entering Bhutan. For all visitors, except those from
Bangladesh and the Maldives, this visa must be applied for and
approved in advance of travel. Visitors from Bangladesh and
the Maldives also require a visa, but this can be applied for and
approved either in advance of travel or upon arrival in Bhutan,

Visitors from India are able to apply for a permit but are required
to hold an Indian passport or an Indian voter ID card. For Indian
nationals under the age of 18, a passport or a birth certificate
can be used to enter and they must be accompanied by a legal
guardian. Mationals from Switzerland and Thailand holding
diplomatic or government-official passports are eligible for a
visa at their port of entry.

Before travelling, visitors from India, Bangladesh and the
Maldives can apply for a permit (Indian nationals) or visa
(Bangladeshi or Maldivian nationals) online, You may also apply
at the point of entry, but please be aware that there may be a
long wait depending on the number of applicants at the time,
We recommend arranging your permit/visa beforehand.

Note to all passengers: All passengers are advised to check
their travel document validity. For passengers traveling with
their passport, validity of their passport should not be fess than
six months from the date of depature from Bhutan, Drukair will
not be liable and will refuse check-in of those passengers whose
passport does not meet the validity requirement.

IMPORTANT INSTRUCTION

For safety, passengers are required to fasten seat belts during
take off and landing. Howewver, they are advised to keep the seat
belts fastened during the entire flight.

Smoking and chewing "doma” (areca nut and betel leaf) in the
aircraft are strictly prohibited.

SPECIAL LOUNGES

ExecutivesBusiness Class passengers, including counter
upgrades/ FFP entitlements as per FFP policy document can avail
the comfort of our special lounges. They offer a buffet service,
Internet access points and washroom facilities.

TRAVEL TIPS

Transit time should not exceed 24 hours to connect on your
omward carrier and to avoid any misconnactions, Please note
that unfortunately we are unable to offer advice or guidance on
frequently changing restrictions inindividual countries, therefore
all passengers are advised to check related government websites
for further travel advice,

As per the notice circulated by Thai Immigration Office
to all airlines, visa on arrival for passengers holding one-
way or open ticket will not be extended. Therefore, such
passengers are advised to obtaln necessary visa prior from
the concerned diplomatic representations abroad to avoid
being inconvenienced and deported. All transit passengers are
requested to observe the following procedures pertaining to
transit check-in.

Passengers can check-in on Drukair flights on transit at Bangkok
without having to go through immigrations, The process is as
follows:

Outbound Flights - Out of Paro

To kindly inform the check-in counter at Paro on details of the
onward flight

Baggage will then be tagged as transit showing final destination
of the passenger on the onward carrier

At the transit check-in at Bangkok passengers are requested to
present their bageage tag to the transit desk

The boarding pass is issued on the onward carrier and the
baggage transferred

For any special assistance required for groups on transit you
may please email enquiry@drukair.com.bt

MEALS & REFRESHMENTS

Drukair offers multi-cuisine menu on board, Bangkok Airways
Catering, Paro Catering, Taj Group and SATS provide maost of
our in-flight catering.

Meals are served after a flight is airborne for reasonable
duration. The timings are:

Breakfast: 0730-1030
Lunch; 1030 - 1430
Dinner: 1830 - 2130

On one-hour sector flight, snacks are served. Refreshment
and drinks are served throughout the duration of the flight.

For detailed carrier's general condition of carriage for passenger & baggage, visit
drukair.com.bt/terms-and-conditions/conditions-of-carriage/



Customs Information

CUSTOMS DECLARATION

Passengers entering Bhutan have 1o pass through the customs
thecks. All passengers carrying baggape in excess of allow-
able limit fwhich is goods worlly LIS $1000), or, dutiable
goods, or, restricted items, must make declaration in the
prescribed form.

Should the passengers fail to make the declaration in whole,
or, file incomplete declaration, as against the mandate of
Seclion 96, Ch. 13 of the Customs Act of Bhutan, 2017 (CAB),
it shall lead to invocation of Section 143 & 146, Ch, 19 of the
CAB.

MNote: Baggage or goods in commercial nature shall not be
cansidered as free baggage allowance even il the value of the
poods is less than US$ 1000 or equivalent Ngaltrom.

FREE BAGGAGE ALLOWANCE
FOR AIR PASSENGERS

Personal effects up to the assessed value of USS 1,000 or

equivalent

in Mgultrum subject to the ceiling prescribed below:

lal  Alcohol/Spirits = 2 bottles, each bottle not larger than
one liter

b} Perfume: 1 bottle, not larger than 2 ounces

i) Gold lincluding jewellery) = 50 grams

i) Silver lincluding jewellery) - 1 kilogram

el Clothing items: Maximum of 10 pieces each of ype
of clothing whether stitched or unstitched

i1 Cther househald or personal poods including electronics
and bedding shall be limited to one piece each.

gl liems of gifts and presents shall be included in the above
iree allowance.

Note: Baggage or goods in commercial nature shall not be

considered as free baggage allowance even if the value of the

goods is less than US$E 1000 or equivalent Ngultrum.

FREE BAGGAGE ALLOWANCE
FOR FOREIGN TOURIST

fa)  Used personal effects and articles reasonably required
for the visit provided items imported are for personal
use and shall be re-exported upon leaving Bhutan.

b} Impor iree of Customs duty, arlicles up to Ngultrum
HO000/- or equivalent, for persanal use or as gifts and
travel souvenirs if carried on the person orin the
accompanied baggage, including spirit of not more than
two liters and perfume of not mare than 100 ml.

(el High value articles and sports items as approved and
imported in reasonable quantities shall be considered
under lemporary admission considering that the articles
or items are re-exported on leaving Bhutan.,

LIST OF RESTRICTED GOODS:

V.
Vi,
wvii.

wiii.

i,
Ak

%1,
XV,
AT
N,
Xvii,
aviii.

Arms and Ammunitions

Gold and Silver in excess of free bapgape allowance
Explosives and explosives devices

Medicinal products including narcotics and psychotropic
substance for medical use

Other narcotics and psychotropic substances and précursor
Animal and their parts and products including food
Plants, their parls (seeds/fruils/Tlowers/shools/rools/ lissues)
and products

Cenelically Modilied Organisms (GMOs) and their
products

Inclustrial and toxic wastes and residues

Wireless and remole sensing telecommunication and
broadcasting equipment

Scraps

Used or second hand goods, vehicles, machinery and
equipment

Chemical and Fertilizers

Plastic packing malerials

Valuable cultural properties

Orrane Depleting substances

Intellectual property rights

Linmanned Aircraft System (LIASY Drones

Mote: A tourist can bring LISE10,000 or equivalent without
declaring. If the amount exceeds LIS$10,000, it must be declared at
the cuslams.

LIST OF PROHIBITED GOODS:

GENERAL DESCRIPTION

Marcotics and psychotropic drugs and substances
Pomographic malerials

Animals and plants classified as endangered species and
their parts and products

Department of Revenue and Customs
Ministry of Finance

Drukair

Royal Bhutan Alrlines

el

Unlock Special
MICE DISCOUNT

Meetings Incentives Conferences  Exhibitions
— — | — | —
MICE Group Discount Level ‘

15 pax or more

15% Off |

* Terms and Conditions Apply

1300 (Toll Free within Bhutan) +975 1713 1300 (WhatsApp) | Get help from 7 AM to 9 PM (GMT +6).

www.drukair.com.bt

*The discount is applicable to all MICE participants with SDF waiver (MICE) approval from the
Department of Tourism, as per the SOFP on their website (bhutan.travel/travel-trade)



Key Information
Festival Dates for 2025

complete. The trail leads through high mountain passes, pristine lakes,
and remote villages, showcasing Bhutan's pristine beauty.

Trekking in Bhutan National Holidays 2025

Trans Bhutan Trail Trek: The Trans Bhutan Trail is a 403km route, FETHACNANE FESTHACEOCATION FESTIACDATE 2Jan Wmt,e,r Solstice (Nyilo) .
spanning from Haa in the West of Bhutan to Trashigang in the East. Punakha Drupchen Punakha Mar 6 - 8 LR Tr_ad'tlon?l Day of Offe_rmg_ )
It is considered one of the world's greatest walks and one of the best Punakha Tshechu Punakha Mar9-11 21-23Feb  Birth Anniversary of His Majesty the King
hiking routes in Asia. The trail traverses through remote villages, Bhutan International Annual Event, - 28 Feb-1 Mar  Losar New Year _
ancient monasteries, terraced fields, dense forests, and pristine alpine Marathon Gasa-Punakha 2 May Birth Anniversary of Third Druk Gyalpo
meadows, providing a comprehensive glimpse into the country’s natural Gomphukora Trashigang Apr5-7 7 May Zhabdrung Kuchoe
beauty and cultural heritage. Talo Tshechu Talo, Punakha Apr5-7 11Jun Lord Buddha's Parinirvana
Bumthang Cultural Trek: This trek combines nature and culture, taking Gasa Tshechu Gasa Apr5-7 5Jul S Al O A S s
you through the beautiful Bumthang Valley, known as the cultural Zhemgang Tshechu Zhemgang Apr5-7 28 Jul First Sermon of Lord Buddha
heartland of Bhutan. You can visit ancient temples, monasteries, and Haa Spring Festival Haa Apr7-9 23 Sep Blessed Rainy Day
remote villages, while enjoying the scenic landscapes of green valleys, Paro Tshechu Paro Apr 8 - 12 28 Sep Thimphu Drupchen Dromchoe
pristine forests, and farmlands. Chhorten Kora Trashiyangtse Mar 14 and Mar 29 2-4 Oct Thimphu Tshechu
Bhutaln’s breathtaking Iandscvapes and diverse ter.rainsv makg it a Dagala Thousand Lakes Trek: Offering breathtaking views of high Rhododendron festival Lampelri Botanical Garden, April 22 - 24 2 Oct Dashain Festival
paradise for trekking enthusiasts. From challenging high-altitude mountain passes and numerous glacial lakes, the Dagala Thousand Dochula 1 Nov Coronation of His Majesty the King
treks to scenic and moderate trails, there are various trekking options Lakes Trek is a moderate trek suitable for all fitness levels. The trek takes L e Bl [t skt 11 Nov Birth Anniversary of Fourth Druk Gyalpo
to explore the natural beauty and cultural heritage of Bhutan. Here you through alpine meadows, yak herders' camps, and serene lakes, Kurjey Tshechu Choekor, Bumthang Juls 11 Nov Descending Day of Lord Buddha
are some popular trekking routes to consider. providing ample opportunities for photography and nature exploration. Mushroom Festival Genekha, Thimphu Aug 15 - 16 17 Dec National Day
Druk Path Trek: This trek is a great introduction to Bhutan's natural Before embarking on any trek in Bhutan, it is essential to obtain the ;9Ufflifg\e Dragon Bumthang-Thimphu Sept 6
and cultural wonders. It takes you from Paro to Thimphu, passing  necessary permits and hire a licensed guide. The best time for trekking feyce face : .
through stunning alpine meadows, rhododendron forests, and in Bhutan is during spring (March to May) and autumn (September to Thimphu Drupchen Thimphu Sep 28 Negative list on movement
serene mountain lakes. Along the way, you can also visit ancient November) seasons when the weather is favorable and the landscapes Paro Dromche Paro >ep 28 of tourist within Bhutan
monasteries and enjoy panoramic views of the Himalayas. & i el mesk ik Wangdue Tshechu Wangduephodrang Sep 30- Oct 2
Jomolhari Trek: Considered one of the most beautiful treks in Bhutan, Other Treks in Bhutan Thimphu Tshechu Thimphu Octal Prohibited Areas
the Jomolhari Trek offers a challenging yet rewarding experience. It Tamshing Phala Choepa | Tamshing, Bumthang Oct2-4
takes you to the base camp of Mount Jomolhari, the second highest Gangtey Tshechu Gangtey, Phobjikha Valley |Oct5-7
: - - ot Bumdra Trek Rodung La Trek - - - Chekha Pare
peak in Bhutan. The trail passes through remote villages, pristine . Jhomolhari Mountain Dangochang (Jhomothari | 5 14-15
valleys, and high mountain passes, offering stunning views of snow- Bumthang Owl Trek Samtengang Winter Trek Festival Base Camp) Changju Samtse
capped peaks. Gangtey Trek Soi Yaktsa Trek Royal Highland festival | Laya, Gasa Oct 23 - 24 Singye Dzong EnEe
Snowman Trek: For experienced trekkers seeking an ultimate Laya Gasa Trek Salt Route Trek Chukha Tshechu Chukha Oct29-31 Tobrang Trashiyangtse
adventure, the Snowman Trek is an epic journey that traverses Merak Sakteng Trek Sinchula Trek Jakar Tshechu Choekor, Bumthang Oct29-31 Takpang Lhuentse
through Bhutan's remote and untouched wilderness. It is one of Nabji Korphu Trek Dechenphu Tshechu Thimphu Oct 31 Singphey Trashiyangtse
the most challenging treks in the world, taking about 27 days to Jambhay Lhakhang Drup | Choekor, Bumthang Nov5-8 Tshampa Bumthang
Black Necked Crane Fest. | Phobjikha Valley Nov 11 Beyond Haa Damthang Haa
o o o g Mongar Tshechu Mongar Nov 28 - 30
Derlng TI me Between Varlous Trashigang Tshechu Trashigang Nov 29 - Dec 1 Restricted Areas
Average Temperature Places in Bhutan (For tourists) e e e Oct29- Nov
e Rangtse Nye Festival Haa Dec1-2 Gl P
Month Ceﬁtigrade Paro Thimphu Punakha Wangdue Trongsa Bumthang Mongar Trashigang Gelephu FROM TO D|S(;?4'\;CE DI?R/;:;I;O‘I;I(;\AE Druk Wangye[ Tshechu Dochula Dec 13 S Thimphu
W MAX 9.4 3 16.1 170| 130 108 155 20.4 24 Trongsa Tshechu Trongsa Dec27-31 Khatang Bumthang
MIN 5.8 26 4.2 43| -0.2 5.1 8.2 105 13 Thimphu Paro 49.9 1hr Lhuentse Tshechu Lhuentse Dec27-31 [Ere= T
MAX 13. 14. 19.6 19.0 13. 10.0 15. 21. 2 : :
FEB . i: 2: :3 3'8 Z'z - Z; 11.: 1: Thimphu Phuentsholing 146.2 4hrs Beyond Bumdeling Trashiyangtse
MAR MAX 145 16.4) 2112 228| 167 162 20.0 248 32 AN SO gerdolg e (oLl Note: However, tourist will be allowed to visit restricted areas identified as trekking
MIN 0.6 3.9 9.2 10.4 4 3.5 11.6 144 22 Thimphu Wangduephodrang 70 3 hrs route by the Department of Tourism if accompanied by trekking guide.
MAX 17.6 20.0 24.4 26.2 20.1 18.7 2.8 28.3 32 o
APR MIN 4.6 7.1 11.2 129 6.6 3.9 14.0 17.0 23 Th]mphu Punakha 7 3 frs
Ay MAX 23.5 225 27.2 291 210 213 25.1 30.0 31 Punakha Wangduephodrang 13 45 min
MIN 106 131 142 177|116 95| 174 20.6 25 Wangduephodrang | Trongsa 129| 4 hrs 30 min
MAX 25.4 24.4 31.2 29.2 22.2 22.5 26.1 30.7 31
JUN MIN 14.1 15.2 19.5 20.1 13.6 3.5 19.5 22,6 26 Trongsa Bumthang 68 2 hrs
oL MAX 26.8 18.9 32.0 18.4| 253 141 16.1 30.5 31 Bumthang Mongar 193 7 hrs
MIN 14.9 13.4 21.6 16.2 15.3 10.9 15.8 23.1 26 Mongar Lhuentse 75 3 hrs
A MAX 25.3 25.0 31.4 29.1 23.8 23.0 25.4 30.2 32 Mongar Trashigang 91| 3 hrs 0 min
MIN 14.7 15.8 19.8 20.0 15.0 13.7 19.6 22.7 26
sepr MAX 234 231 29.9 275|226 216 247 30.0 31 Trashigang Chorten Kora 51 2 hrs
MIN 11.7 15.0 20.4 19.1 14.2 121l 19.4 239 25 Trashigang Samdrup Jongkhar 180 7 hrs
o MAX 18.7 219 27.8 26.1 21.8 19.5 22.7 29.1 30 P .
MIN 74| 124] 189 147 117 59| 158 17.7 2 amdrup Jongkhar | Guwahati 110 3 hrs
By MAX 13.9 17.9 223 226| 198 16.1 199 26.1 28 Samdrup Jongkhar | Phuentsholing 400 10 hrs
MIN 1.4 5.0 13.0 9.6 6.4 -0.5 11.2 13.6 17 Thlmphu Gelephu 243| 6 - 30 .
e MAX 11.2 14.5 15.0 19.1 18.2 12.3 15.7 23.0 25 - -
MIN =1/ il 7.9 6.3 25 23 9.5 116 14 Phuentsholing Gelephu 196.6| 4 hrs 45 min
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Global Peace

GLOBAL PEACE

PRAYER FESTIVAL
NOVEMBER 4 -17, 2025 | Thimphu, Bhutan

Uniting Spiritual Leaders & Practitioners for
Peace and Compassion

Journey to Bhutan this November with Drukair
Your gateway to the Festival of Peace and Awakening

Spreading wings for peace, connecting hearts across the world



Basic Dzongkha

INTRODUCTIONS
Greetings and well wishes
Kuzuzangpola TRAVEL TALK
UGS Where does this road lead to?
(for elders or with respect) . )
; Lam di ga thay jow mo?
Na gi Tshen Ga Chi Mo? .
Is it far? “?_?

What is your name? Tha ri g

for friends) a ring sa in-na?
( ZZ 7 e Here : Na/ Nalu
Chhoey gi ]'VImg Ga Chi Mo: There : Pha/ Phalu
My name is

) Where? : Ga Tey?
Ngegi Ming...... Ein

Where are you from?

Which? : Gadee?

Chhoey ga te lay mo? I :':. =
How old are you? Good bye: Log Jay Gay. I; fl;o:lt_oé 'leo; ghha 5 izl 1
Kay Lo gadem chi Ya si? (Meaning we will meet again) B:l):inz :]al; Zhaa i ,} =

SHOPPING CONVERSATION

‘What time does it open? ‘ ‘ @

Chutsho gademchi lu go pchiu mo? E E‘ @
What time does it close? o Al

Chutsho gademchi lu go dam mo? = i - 'h = ,,>L

Waiter! : Wai Chharo!
(literally meaning friend)
‘Waitress : Wai Bumo!
(literally meaning girl)

= ] SHIH CHUN TRAVEL

Water : Chhu TEL +886-2-2506-3137 FAX +886-2-2508-2090
Hot Water : Chhu Tshe
Milk Tea : Na Ja
Butter Tea : Su Ja
Getme : ..Nang

What is this? : Ani ga chi mo?

How much is it? : Dilu gadem chi mo? @ m

That’s too much : Gong bom may

| TELEPHONE TETE-A TETE

Hello : Kuzoozangpo La

Who is speaking : Ga Sung Mo La?
I'm....Speaking : Nga ...Zhu Do La
Yes, Yes : Ong, Ong

Yes in Affirmative : Ein Ein La Y
Roger/ Signing off : Las La. Laso La |

EMERGENCY ESSENTIALS

P'miill : Nga nau may
It was tast No more, thanks
. . y . o ) Where is the hospital?
Zhim bay (While making Me Zhu (while making a gesture of moving .
. b , . Menkhang ga tey in na?
a gesture of moving one’s one’s hand in front of the mouth)
forefinger in front of the cheek) Where is the toilet?

Chhapsa ga tey in-na?

I el vour heart reslt with Asia Guide

KaNkOAIILILE [RSSS0TNAWIOLHOASN B 1080 U ifd R ibuoe Address: 269 M.15 Khuang Pao,

A Chom Thong, Chiang Mai, Thailand

Asia quide (1aiBulnd) Telephone: +66 62 469 6444,

WEDLWIRA IFumaUs:aumismnd iudu auf Hﬁlru‘;r‘&ﬂb LU nSwWeau | ua: Instagram: Asia Guide

ll‘]"‘lh ITETIE H IR II }EJ |.'||-\. III‘-1III5|J‘:|rII"'|JI\I1-’J r .'\i‘u!l'l.."l- f"rf"-l1lllrlll'"l'| I Lineofﬁcial:@asiaguide

Indriapnubasttw uSnsdaediin X " 1
Facebook: www.facebook.com/AsiaGuideTour,

E-mail: iloveasiaguide@gmail.com

Thank you
Kardrinchhey

wwnia sy wiaalng



Indulge in the taste of the mountains at Mountain Cafe! From our special Mountain Cafe

Salad to our Whole Fried Trout, we offer a delicious and wholesome dining experience.

Don't forget to pair your meal with our expertly crafted cocktails, mocktails, and a wide
selection of wine.

And if you are a coffee lover, you are at the right place. We serve hundred percent Arabica
beans, roasted to perfection by hand, a flavor that's truly one-of-a-kind. It's the perfect
place to unwind over a cup of coffee!

Embark on a journey to Bhutan with Happy Holidays, a tranquil haven where happiness is not just a goal but a way of life.

@ & HAPPY HOLIDAYS

happyholidaysops@gmail.com +975 17421147 22|a) Morzin Lam, WW- bhllt ﬂnhﬂppy. Com

happyholidaysedi@amail.com +975 17129889 P.O. Box 522, Thimphu

Grab & Go

your freshly brewed local
coffea at Mountain Cafein
Paro, Thimphu, and
Phuentsholing

Y 'ﬁ b : 3 & . Z . : . . f - e rd 2
D NG __ | . CAFEH+
‘ e Sl : .
] " ] t
en ven T = b riew-1iitg happiness
. o ge 5 S = o o . www.mountaincafe.bt
Zen Adventures Tours is a subsidiary of Happy Holidays, specializing in luxury travel experiences that focus
on mindfulness and tranquility. With a curated selection of destinations and activities, Zen Adventures aims :
to provide travelers with immersive experiences that promote relaxation and personal growth. Mountain Cafe main town, Paro | Mountain Cafe at the town square | Paro Mountain Cafe Airport (Arrival) |
Paro Mountain Cafe, Norzin Lam, Thimphu | Mountain Cafe (Kuenzang Plaza, opposite to Druk PNB) Phuentsholing

Post box : 319, Thimphu-Kingdom of Bhutan, Email : swkgolf@gmail.com, Tel : #975 77 722 339 ‘ Mobile/whatsapp: +975 77103379




& Norbu Bhutan Travel Pvt. Ltd. T

Experience pure joy as you embark on a thrilling adventure to the enchanting realm of
the thunderdragon. Prepare to be captivated by the awe-inspiring vistas of majestic
mountains, undulating hills, and boundless landscapes that will leave you breathless.
Immerse yourself in the splendor of remarkable architectural wonders that dot the
landscape. Engage in invigorating treks and exhilarating mountain biking excursions
along rugged trails, or find tranquility by the serene rivers and glistening glacierlakes.
Embrace the vibrant ambiance of various monasteries, witness the fascinating local
shamianic rituals, and revel in the timeless traditions of their captivating festivals.

MNorbu Bhutan Travel Pvt. Ltd.
Suite102, RTA Office Block,

P.O.Box: 1213, Thimphu, Bhutan
Phone: +9752340151, 340152, 340153
WhatsApp: +97577111222

Email: info@norbubhutan.com
Website: www.norbubhutan.com

" G-:«n-glp Flay



